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ANTELOPE FIRE
Reported:  	Tuesday afternoon, September 14, 2010
Location:	Southeast of Tower Fall and west of the Yellowstone River
Cause: 	Lightning
Current Size:	2,511 acres – 20 percent contained

Overview: The Antelope Fire was discovered Tuesday afternoon, September 14, by the Mount Washburn Fire Lookout.  A lightning strike started the fire in an area of sage and grass on the northeast slope of Mount Washburn, between Antelope Creek and the Yellowstone River.  The fire has spread through an area burned in the 1988 North Fork Fire, where the fuels include lodgepole pine, tall dry grass and abundant downed logs.  

Tuesday’s Activities: Fire personnel and helicopters were able to secure the north flank of the fire along Antelope Creek.  On the south and east flanks, the fire experienced limited growth in an area where it is to burning naturally for ecological benefits.  The road between the Tower Fall Store and Chittenden Road (Mt. Washburn Lookout road) is still closed due to poor visibility, the fire’s close proximity to the road and safety of the firefighters working in the area. 

Wednesday’s Weather Forecast:   Skies will be cloudy today and tonight. A few showers may be possible today as a cold front passes though the area, but these are not expected to provide substantial moisture.  Humidities will be higher and temperatures will be cooler through Thursday.  Winds are predicted to be calmer, averaging 10 mph from the southwest.  

Wednesday’s Strategies:  The Antelope Fire will be in monitoring status today, with engines, helicopters, and hand crews standing by.  If the fire threatens to cross the Grand Loop Road, a burnout operation may be used along the switchback area to the west.  Structure protection equipment will remain at the Tower Fall area as a precautionary measure.    

Park Impacts:  Grand Loop Road between Chittenden Road (Mt. Washburn Lookout road) and Tower Fall store will remain closed to visitors until further notice. No park entrances are closed.  No lodging, campgrounds, or other visitor facilities are closed.

The Antelope fire is helping Yellowstone National Park achieve its fire and resource management goals.  Yellowstone National Park is a fire adapted ecosystem, and fire plays an important role in maintaining the health of the area’s wildlife habitat and vegetation.  The Antelope Fire is being managed both to protect people and property and to enhance the area’s natural resources by safely and effectively using available firefighting resources.  It is the largest of the 11 fires that have occurred in Yellowstone this year.

Updated Information: Updated road information is available 24 hours a day by calling 307-344-2117. When actively burning, smoke from the fire is visible along a large section of the Northeast Entrance road, and several locations in the park. It can also be viewed on the Mt. Washburn Fire Lookout Web Cam at http://www.nps.gov/yell/photosmultimedia/webcams.htm. Fire updates are available 24 hours a day by calling 307-344-2580, or on the web at http://www.inciweb.org/incident/2128/.
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