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August 5, 2016   
 
Overall Fire Situation 

 The Cliff Creek Fire is 31,169 acres and 84% contained. Firefighters are hopeful containment will be 
near 100% by the end of the weekend. 

 Firefighters are using natural barriers in the Shoal Creek Wilderness Study Area and the Gros Ventre 
Wilderness to confine the fire’s northern boundary to minimize firefighter and aviation exposure to 
danger and to allow fire to play a natural role in the Wilderness.  

 The interior of the fire is actively burning, especially on hot and windy days.  This interior burning is 
not threatening containment lines. 

 The Lower Valley Energy electricians are removing hazardous trees along the powerlines in Granite 
Creek. They are hopeful they will be able to restore power by Friday. They will be working for several 
weeks stabilizing power in the drainage. 

 Firefighters are repairing dozer and handlines and backhauling excess hoses, water tanks and other 
equipment.  

 Until significant snow is received across the area, group and single tree torching in the fire’s interior 
will not be uncommon. When this occurs, smoke columns may become visible from Bondurant, 
Pinedale and Jackson. This is a natural process that allows the forest to reset itself, creating a healthier 
habitat that will benefit wildlife.   

 
Granite Creek Road Area Closure  

 Granite Creek Road will be opened to property owners and the public 10a.m Friday, August 5. 
 The East side of the road where the fire area is will remain closed to all public use.  Property owners 

will be allowed into their property. This will be indefinite, unless the conditions of the fire area change. 
 Public Access will be allowed on the WEST side of the road, for day use only.  No overnight camping 

or other recreational use is not allowed. 
 Granite Creek Host Springs will remain closed for public use. 

 
Safety Concerns 

 After a fire passes through an area, most trees become weakened. These fire weakened trees are called 
snags. It is VERY important to stay away from blackened areas and burned trees, and especially 
hazardous trees as they are extremely dangerous to be around. 

 Smoke inversions in the night and morning hours can be irritating to individuals with breathing 
problems. It is recommended these individuals stay indoors during these times. 

 Windows may be opened during the day and early evenings, but should be closed at night or when the 
inversion starts to settle smoke in the valley to avoid unnecessary smoke exposure.   

 
Burned Area Emergency Response Team 

 A nine-member Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Team will be assessing values at risk along 
Granite Creek Road and Hwy189/191 corridor through the weekend. 

 BAER Team members are local employees that specialize in hydrology, archeology, geology, invasive 
species, trails and GIS. 

 When their assessment is complete, a BAER Assessment Report will be provided to the Forest 
describing the values at risk and, if necessary, recommendations on how to protect those values. 
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