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For immediate release: Thursday, July 2, 2015

Tonasket, WA— The Newby Lake wildfire, in Canada and the Pasayten
Wilderness is estimated at about 230 acres.

The fire was first reported to Canadian officials earlier this afternoon and is currently
burning aggressively in high elevation timber. The portion of the fire in the United States is
burning on the North Face of Arnold Peak.

“The initial response included airtankers and an initial attack crew, but unfortunately
neither were able to action the fire due to fire behavior, crew safety and the lack of achievable
objectives,” said Kayla Pepper, Fire Information Officer for BC Wildfire Service.

Weather predictions include winds out of the north and northwest tonight through
Saturday at about 25 miles per hour on Saturday.

An area closure is in place for the northern three miles of Pasayten Wilderness from its eastern
boundary to the Haig Mountain area. Hikers inside the closure area are being advised.

The cause of the fire is still under investigation; however, it is suspected to be lightning caused.

US Forest Service is working closely with our partners at BC Wildfire Service to coordinate
wildfire response and public information. Additional information about the Newby Lake fire is at
www.bcwildfire.ca.

To report a fire, please call 911.
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