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Smoke visible from the Newby Lake wildfire 

 
KAMLOOPS – A wildfire is currently burning south of Keremeos in the Snowy Creek Protected 
Area.  Smoke is visible from Highway 3 and communities in the south Okanagan.   
 
This aggressive fire is estimated at 90 hectares and no structures are threatened. 
 
The fire is currently burning in high elevation grassland and timber and is surrounded by natural 
barriers. BC Wildfire Service initially sent airtankers and an initial attack crew by helicopter, but 
unfortunately neither were able to action the fire due to fire behaviour, crew safety and the 
lack of achievable objectives.   
 
The fire has crossed from the Snowy Protected Area in Canada into the United States. This 
naturally-occurring fire is burning in the remote wilderness. The BC Wildfire Service is actively 
monitoring this incident and assessing potential wildfire response tactics. Fire Officers are 
working closely with our partners in the United States to coordinate wildfire response. 
 
This area is in a high fire danger rating. The cause of this fire is still under investigation; 
however, it is suspected to be lightning-caused. Please do your part to prevent any additional 
human-caused fires, because they divert resources from naturally-occurring fires. 
 
More information is available at www.bcwildfire.ca. To report a wildfire, please call to 1-800-
663-5555 or *5555 on cellular networks.  
 
 

Contact: 
Kayla Pepper 
Fire Information Officer 
Wildfire Management Branch 
Kamloops Fire Centre 
250 318-6959 
 
Connect with the Province of B.C. at: www.gov.bc.ca/connect  
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