
Fire Update 
Saturday, September 19, 2015, AM                                                          
Carpenter Road Fire – Fruitland, Washington  
Location:  35 miles NW of Spokane, WA;  
Information Center: (509) 722-6040 
Incident Commanders:  Roger Brandom, Ed Lewis, Unified Command 
Inciweb: http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4549/ 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CarpenterRoadFire 
Washington Smoke Information: http://wasmoke.blogspot.com/  
 

Current Situation: 
The Carpenter Road Fire reached 100% containment at 63,972 acres.  Today will be last day of operations by incident 
management teams on this fire.  One hundred percent containment is the goal for all suppression fires.  Some take 
longer than others.  Incident Commanders Roger Brandom and Ed Lewis expressed their personal thanks to all of the 
communities directly and indirectly involved with the Carpenter Road Fire that contributed to that accomplishment.    
Mercifully, meeting the final suppression repair objectives was accomplished sooner than originally expected.  Many 
thousands of hours of hard work have been invested to bring the Carpenter Road Fire to the point that it can be 
turned back to the local agencies for management through the end of the fire season.  
  

This transfer of responsibility does not signal the total cessation of fire activity, however.  Commanders Brandom and 
Lewis remind residents and visitors that even though the fire has been called contained, smoke will still be observed 
within the fire’s footprint. There are islands of unburned vegetation within the perimeter that may periodically ignite 
and actively burn on the interior of the fire until sufficient precipitation makes conditions too damp.  After a long-
duration fire, active burning can be alarming to see; however, such burning on the interior seldom presents a threat of 
escaping containment lines.  ”I encourage people seeing smoke to carefully observe the area and determine if calling 
9-1-1 is the correct action to take.” Lewis requested. Real threats, including flare-ups adjacent to traveled roads within 
the fire interior such as the Springdale-Hunters Road, should be reported promptly.  Clearly describing the nature and 
location of the situation will help dispatchers determine the urgency of the required response.  For example, an 
actively burning tree lying across a fire line or roadway likely warrants an immediate response.  A smoldering tree or 
stump well into the interior would likely be less urgent. 
  
Anyone entering the fire area should exercise extra caution, multiple hazards will exist.  To name just a few: falling 
snags/fire-killed trees, rolling rocks and logs and ash pits/burning stump holes.  Be alert and make smart decisions 
when in the fire area.  Brandom’s parting message was to local residents. “We live where fires will occur again; take 
precautions now to make your home and property safer before the next one comes,” Brandom advised.  For more 
information on what to do, contact your local fire officials.  
 
This will be the final information update issued for the Carpenter Road Fire.  Please direct any inquiries to the 
appropriate office listed below.  While our organization’s stay was brief, we are grateful for the support and 
cooperation we received from the community and local jurisdictions during our assignment.  It has been a privilege and 
a pleasure to serve you.  Thank you for your hospitality and patience. 
 
Local Contacts: 
Outside the Reservation Boundary --Northeast Washington Communications Center    (509) 685-6900 
Within the Reservation--Spokane Agency Dispatch (7:30 am – 4:30 pm)                           (509) 258-4566 or 
After hours, Spokane Agency Law Enforcement Dispatch                                                     (509) 258-4400 
 
Closure Information:   

 On Tribal lands, the fire perimeter remains closed while other Tribal lands are open.  For more information 
please contact the Spokane Tribal Police:  (509) 258-4400. 
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