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BAER AERIAL MULCH TREATMENTS BEGIN  
FOR THE STICKPIN FIRE AREA 

 

 

 
 

 

The Colville National Forest’s Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) team recently 
awarded an aerial mulch treatment contract to Rampart Helicopter Services to restore soil 
cover in critical high and moderate soil burn severity areas of the Stickpin Fire.  The BAER 
mulch treatments will be applied to 20-60% slopes by rotary-wing aircraft to reduce the potential 
increase of sediment delivery on national forest system lands and protect other downstream 
values-at-risk.  
 
The mulch treatment was recommended by the Stickpin BAER assessment team to protect life 
and property, and provide for public safety.  The BAER team anticipates post-fire downstream 
peak flows to increase due to reduced soil cover and hydrophobic soil conditions in Stickpin 
burned areas.  Mulch will provide immediate ground cover and protection to the burned 
hillslopes from noxious weed invasion, improve soil productivity, and protect Forest Service 
roads, trails, community water supply, and an historic dam by reducing the downstream peak 
flows.  Mulch also helps to protect the native seedbed and retain moisture on the burned slopes 
to facilitate native vegetation recovery in the treatment areas. 
 
The BAER assessment team previously identified specific areas within the Stickpin burned 
area to be treated by aerial mulch to provide immediate ground cover.  An approximate total of 
1,000 acres on national forest system lands will be treated with certified weed-free agricultural 
(Ag)-Straw and shredded wood (wood shred).  The Ag-Straw comes from the Pacific 
Northwest and the wood shred is being created on-site by a contractor who will utilize 



          11.12.15 CJT 
 

previously felled hazard trees located along roads within the Stickpin burned area.  The felled 
hazard trees are then processed into wood shreds by a grinder and aerially applied as mulch 
to pre-identified key hillslopes.  
 
Rampart Helicopter Services will utilize 2-3 helicopters for the aerial mulch treatments.  The 
BAER implementation team expects the aerial treatment to begin on Thursday, November 12.  
The work is anticipated to be completed by the end of November, weather-permitting. 
 
For safety concerns, the Stickpin Fire area continues to be closed during aerial mulch 
operations.  Please use caution and be observant when traveling through the area of the aerial 
mulch operations along Boulder-Deer Creek highway, especially where heavy equipment and 
BAER crews are working. 
 
The Colville National Forest (NF) reminds the forest visitors and hunters, for public safety, 
Forest Service trails and roads within Stickpin burned area remain closed except for Bulldog 
Cabin Road #6113 which has been cleared, Albian Hill Road #2030, South Fork Boulder Creek 
Road #6110, and Boulder-Deer Creek Highway-County Road #602. However, travelers should 
be aware that hazard trees continue to fall across roads within the burned area and block 
access.   
 
The Colville NF also states that Forest Service roads within the Renner, Graves Mountain 
(except for Deadman Creek Road #9565), North Star, and Tower fire perimeters continue to be 
closed to the public.  
 
SPECIAL NOTE: Everyone near and downstream from the Stickpin Fire burned area should remain alert and stay updated 
on weather conditions that may result in heavy rains over the burn scar.  Flash flooding may occur quickly during heavy rain 
events.  Current weather and emergency notifications can be found at the National Weather Service, Spokane Office 
(http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/otx/) website. 
 

Colville NF Post-Fire BAER Assessment information is available at http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4646/. 
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