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Contacts: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Steve Segin 303-236-4578; Robert_Segin@fws.gov
South Dakota Prescribed Fire Training Starts May 2nd
ABERDEEN, S.D. — Throughout the month of May, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), along with The Nature Conservancy (Conservancy), the State of South Dakota, the National Park Service, and the USDA Forest Service will host hands-on prescribed fire training. The East River Prescribed Fire Training Exchange (TREX) will involve a series of professionally managed burns conducted on federal, state, and private lands throughout eastern South Dakota.  All burns are authorized through pre-approved fire management plans and are designed to reduce overgrown vegetation and improve wildlife habitat and range conditions.  
About 46 qualified firefighters from across the country will attend one of two 2-week sessions from May 2 to May 27 based at Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in Aberdeen and Waubay NWR in Waubay. Depending upon weather conditions, qualified burn crews will supervise trainees while conducting prescribed fire planning and daily burning operations on Service, State, NPS, and private lands. Trainee assignments will include preparation, scouting, briefing, ignition, holding, mop-up and patrol of prescribed burns, as well as pre- and post-fire monitoring, various equipment training, and development of fireline leadership skills. 
The TREX concept uses experiential learning to increase public and firefighter safety by both reducing the immediate risk of wildfire and building firefighter skills, which improves the practice of prescribed burning. The training is modeled after a Conservancy Fire Learning Network program. The East River TREX – planned, and then cancelled last year due to drought conditions – is an outcome of a national agreement between the Service and the Conservancy. 
Information and updates about the East River Prescribed Fire TREX will be posted on Inciweb at inciweb.nwcg.gov and the Great Plains Fire Management Zone Facebook page. A twitter feed is also available at https://twitter.com/fwsgreatplains.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 
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