
Eagle Complex Update 
Friday, August 21, 2015 
 
Firefighters engaged the fire early on Thursday, looking for opportunities to mop up the southern edge 
of the fire, receiving assistance from heavy helicopters. However, forecasted weather that included high 
temperatures, low humidity and gusty winds led to an increase in fire activity, requiring structure 
protection in this area. Crews were anticipating a change in fire behavior, which materialized, and safely 
disengaged from the fire in the early afternoon in areas where necessary. Before crews disengaged from 
the East Eagle Creek area, structure protection measures were put in place and a small crew of 
firefighters stayed on Forest Service 77 Road to pick up spot fires near homes caused by “roll out” or 
burning debris rolling into an unburned area on the fire’s southern edge.  Crews returned to the East 
Eagle Creek area when conditions allowed and engine crews remained present throughout the night. 
 
A Red Flag Warning remains in effect for strong winds and low relative humidity through 11:00 p.m. this 
evening. Firefighters plan to take advantage of cooler temperatures and weaker morning winds to 
assess yesterday’s fire activity with the help of aviation resources as needed. Firefighters will continue to 
look for opportunities to put in direct and indirect fire line to stop the progress of the fire where it is 
safe for them to engage. 
 

There will be two PUBLIC MEETINGS today. 
At 12:00 p.m. Eagle Complex fire officials will host a meeting at the Lions Club in Halfway. 
At 2:00 p.m. Eagle Complex fire officials will host a meeting at the town park in Richland. 

 
Evacuations: The Baker County Sheriff's Office has expanded the area of the LEVEL 3 (Go) evacuation 
notice, to include where the intersection of the 7700 road turns to the Northeast at the intersection of 
the 7700 and 7015 roads up the Long Creek drainage to the wilderness. The evacuation levels for the 
area south of the 7735 road, South of the junction of the 7735 and 7700 road to McBride Campground 
and over to Carson down to the forest boundary have been increased to a LEVEL 2 (Set) from a LEVEL 1 
(Ready). 
 
Area Fire Closures: There is an area closure in effect for the Eagle Complex near Main Eagle, East Eagle, 
Tamarack Campground and Two Color Campground. Please see the link to the Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest Websitehttp://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wallowa-whitman/home. 
 
Incident Summary 

Start Date:  August 11, 2015 
Cause:   Lightning 
Location:  20 miles NW of Richland, Oregon 
Size:      5,525 acres 
Containment:  0% 
Personnel:  252  

9 Crews, 6 Engines, 2 Water Tenders, 3 Dozers, Aviation (shared) 
 


