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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Detroit Ranger District Plans to Conduct Two Prescribed Burns This Spring
(Detroit, OR) In a continuing effort to reduce the build-up of hazardous fuels and improve forest health, the Detroit Ranger District is planning to conduct two prescribed burns this spring. The burns will likely occur between late April and early June. The actual dates of ignition will depend on local weather conditions.
The controlled burns will be used as a treatment to remove slash generated during recent logging activities. Seedlings will be planted in the area following the burn to promote forest regeneration.
The burns will occur approximately 6 miles southeast of the town of Detroit in a remote section of the Blowout Creek drainage area. A total of 12 acres will be treated, 5 acres during the first burn and 7 acres during the second burn. Each burn is expected to take only one day to conduct, followed by several days of mop-up and monitoring.
As a result of the treatments, residents and visitors may see or smell smoke during ignition days, particularly when travelling on Highway 22 near Detroit reservoir. Depending on weather conditions, light smoke may settle in surrounding valleys following burning operations. The prescribed burns will be carefully monitored. Local authorities will be notified prior to ignition days.
No road closures are expected during burning operations. There will, however, be an increase in Forest Service vehicle traffic on roads that access the drainage area. Visitors are asked to avoid the area due to safety concerns. Signs will be posted on affected roads if closures become necessary.  
For more information please contact Public Information Officer Jennifer O’Leary at (503)298-8190. 
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