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Burn Out Description 
 

When appropriate, fire managers utilize a fire suppression tactic called “burn out” 

to improve and secure containment lines in front of a wildfire.  Burn out operations 

involve deliberately setting a less intense fire inside a control line to widen it and 

consume fuel (live and dead vegetation) between the control line and the edge of 

the fire.  When the wind, fuel moisture, topography, fuel continuity, values at risk, 

and time of day (to name a few factors) are right, the two fires burn together, away 

from the fire line, and stop the wildfire from advancing. 

Many times before a burn out is performed, the vegetation near the fire line or road 

will be pre-treated and reduced.  Small trees and shrubs and large downed woody 

materials are cut and chipped to reduce the potential for the fire to climb into the 

tree canopy and get out of control. 

There are many techniques for safely igniting a burn out.  It can be accomplished 

by fire fighters walking along the fire line with a drip torch or fusee (similar to a 

highway flare), by vehicle, or by an aerial method using a helicopter.  The lighting 

is very controlled, usually done in small strips with many ignitions to create a light 

under burn of the fine fuels.  The burn out is designed to consume the ground fuels 

and not carry into tree canopies. 

 

 


