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Southwest corner of Grizzly Complex cooled down  
by helicopter water drops yesterday in Wenaha drainage 

      Elgin, Ore. – Fire managers are keeping an eye on the southwest 
corner of the 74,496-acre Grizzly Bear Complex Fire as dry, large ground 
fuels keep the fire burning to the west through the Wenaha drainage. A 
dozer- created fire line along FR 6415 from the 62 Road to the edge of the 
wilderness north of Elk Flat has been prepared to stop movement of the fire 
to the south and air attack and helicopters flew over the area yesterday, 
reporting fire movement and cooling the fire down with water drops.    

A 10-person fire-use module has moved into a spike camp at the 
southwest corner of the Bear Ridge Fire burning a mile north of the main 
body of the Complex.  The module is monitoring the fire that has an 
established fire line along its western perimeter. Infrared flights over the 
935-acre fire continue to show heat along its southeast leg.  Fire lines are 
preventing movement south of the Misery Trail.  The fire is zero percent 
contained.  
 
Crews continue to protect cabins in the Slick Ear and Little Turkey area. 
Eight miles of fire line along the 64 Road from the north along the western 
boundary of the Wilderness are prepared with four more miles left to go. 

The fire burning along the eastern edge of the Complex north of Grouse 
Flats continues to move to the northeast toward a prepared dozer line at 
the Wilderness boundary. Hand line is being built up Driveway Ridge to 
connect with FR 40.  Small burnouts and water drops along the fire front 
there are slowing the fire down before it reaches these fire lines.  

Along the southern perimeter of the Complex, fire lines are being mopped 
up with the support of 305 members of the Oregon National Guard.  
Firefighters that have been working on the Complex for early two weeks 
are being encouraged by fire officials to get an extra hour or two of rest at 
night, if possible, to help reduce fatigue. 
 
Heavy equipment and firefighters will continue today to improve and brush 
out the 64 Road from the south along the western perimeter of the 
Wilderness to meet that being constructed from the north.  Branch officials 
estimate another 6 to 7 days to complete that fire line. 

 

 

Grizzly Bear Complex Fire  
Quick Facts: 

 

Fire Complex Size: 74,496 acres 
 
Containment: 23% 
 
Start Date: August 13, 2015 
 
Location: 20 miles SE of Dayton, 
WA, burning on Umatilla National 
Forest and private lands protected 
by the Oregon Dept. of Forestry and 
Washington Dept. of Natural 
Resources. 
 
Hazards: Dry fuels with the 
potential for rapid fire growth with 
crowning, spotting and wind-driven 
runs, poor visibility, poor roads. 
 
Values at Risk: Public safety, 
Communities of Troy, Grouse Flats, 
Eden Bench; Slick Ear, Turkey Tail 
and Ski Bluewood recreation sites; 
Long Meadows Guard Station; 
Historic Hoodoo lookout; 
Communications facilities. 
 
Cause: Lightning 
 
Personnel: 1,056 
 
Resources: 
24 Crews, 
34 Engines, 
5 Helicopters 
 
Structures Lost: 33                         
(5 primary residences) 
 
Evacuation Levels:  
Level 1: READY Be prepared 
Level 2: SET Be ready to evacuate 
Level 3: GO Leave immediately. 
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