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September 20, 2014, PM

South Steens Complex – Fields, Oregon
Incident Commander Tim Keith
Information Center – 541-670-0812
Inciweb: http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4116/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/southsteenscomplex

Current Situation:
[bookmark: h.5wesaef5362u]The complex consists of two fires: the Bone Creek Basin and Blitzen Crossing.  The fires remain confined to the existing perimeters.  Crews worked hot spots with assistance from helicopter water drops.  Repair and rehabilitation work on areas impacted by suppression efforts is taking place where needed.  Surplus resources to the operational needs are being released for reassignment to other fires or to return home.
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]
Bone Creek Basin Fire - 14,700 acres and 85 % contained. Today, firefighters patrolled for hot spots.  No hot spots were detected on the northwest, south, or east flanks, including the flanks near the private residences along the East Steens Road.  Firefighters did work smokes in the rocky and densely vegetated draws in the northeast corner.  Helicopters assisted with water drops.  Significant progress was made with repairs and rehabilitation to dozer and hand lines. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Blitzen Crossing Fire – 5,638 and 85% contained. Today, a column of smoke was visible from the burning of a 100 acre island of fuel that was well within the interior of the fire.  No containment lines were threatened. Crews hiked the six-miles into the northeast flank of the fire between the Donner and Blitzen River and Little Blitzen River and extinguished hot spots detected.  Helicopters assisted with water drops where needed.  Other resources patrolled for heat sources on all other flanks. Two smokes were found along the southwest flank and mopped-up. Spike camp at the South Steen Campground will be closed and cleaned-up tomorrow. Grading and maintenance of the Steens Mountain South Loop continued in preparation of reopening early next week.

Start Date-September 16  
Cause-Lightning  
Total Personnel-356
	Crews-8	Engines-17	Water Tenders-10	Dozers-1	 Helicopters-6 

Closures: 
· Southern portion of the Steens Mountain Loop Road from its intersection at Hwy 205 to the "turkey foot" junction near the East Rim Overlook,
· Riddle Brothers Ranch, and
· South Steens Campground.


Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR):  TFRs are in place over the complex.  Please check the NOTAMs for current information.
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