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Oregon Interagency Incident Management Team 3, under the leadership of Incident Commander 
Doug Johnson, assumed command of the Buckskin Fire at 6:00 am Saturday morning. 
 
Current Situation: 
The Buckskin Fire grew to approximately 1,100 acres yesterday due to high temperatures, low humidity 
and strong winds.  These strong, gusty winds limited the use of air support over the fire.  The wildfire is 
burning on the Rogue River - Siskiyou National Forest 10 miles southwest of Cave Junction in an area 
previously burned by the 2002 Biscuit Fire.  
 
Steep terrain, limited road access and an abundance of snags (standing dead trees) pose challenges for 
firefighter safety and overall fire suppression strategies.  A local 10-person Fire Crew currently 
positioned on the fire monitored fire growth and scouted areas to identify containment line placement. 
 
Fire Management Officials are developing a strategy for full fire suppression, while monitoring fire 
growth.  Firefighters will begin brushing roads to improve access to the fire and serve as indirect 
containment lines.  Helicopters are being utilized to shuttle crews and equipment, and also provide water 
drops to slow fire growth.  
 
A red flag warning remains in effect for the fire area through Sunday afternoon due to a combination of 
low relative humidity and high winds.  These conditions may contribute to rapid fire growth. 
 
Natural resources at risk from the Buckskin Fire include: critical Coho Salmon habitat, Northern Spotted 
Owl habitat, Marbled Murrelet habitat, and Port-Orford-cedar exposure to root rot from water 
contamination. 
 
Team 3 is working with local forest officials to develop an area closure around the fire for public safety.  
The Incident Command Post is located at Lake Selmac County Campground and is closed to non-fire 
activity.  The public is urged to drive cautiously on Highway 199 and nearby areas due to the increase of 
fire traffic.  Forest visitors are encouraged to use caution when using public lands due to the current fire 
danger.   
 
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR):  TFRs are in place over the Buckskin Fire.  Please check the 
NOTAMs for current information. 
 
Start Date - June 11, 2015   
Cause - Lightning   
Resources -  Crews - 5 Water Tenders - 1 Helicopters - 6  Total Personnel - 145  
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