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Fire Update – August 18, 2012 9:30 a.m. PDT 
Nevada Zone:   The Nevada portion of the Holloway fire is now contained. 

Firefighters are, in the words of an operations chief, “fully engaged in rehab.” 
Firefighters are repairing fences cut for bulldozers and engines, moving dirt on 
fire lines to form barriers to water flow. 

In the meantime, the number of firefighters on the Nevada side of the fire is 
starting to shrink rapidly as some go home and some go on to other fires. 

More precise mapping with global-positioning equipment revised the size of the 
fire to 461,047 acres Friday afternoon. 

Oregon Zone:  “Yesterday was a good day for the firefighter,” said Pacific 
Northwest (PNW) Team 3, Operations Section Chief Mike Matarrese.   

The focus for firefighters on the Oregon Zone of the Holloway fire continues to 
be: hold the firelines, mop up, which means extinguishing or removing burning 
material along or near the containment line, and patrol to make sure the fire stays 
within the containment lines. 

Firefighters are working diligently in difficult terrain to strengthen fire lines in 
anticipation of today’s predicted red flag warnings for dry lightning, which may 
cause erratic winds across Oregon and Washington.  

Quick Facts 
Incident Summary 

Location: 
25 Miles east of 

Denio, NV 
Approximate 

Size: 
461,047 acres 

Fire 
Containment: 

91% 

Start Date: August 5, 2012 
Cause: Lightning 
Incident 

Commanders: 
Chris Ourada & Jeff 

Pendleton  

Resources 
on the 
Fire: 

13 Crews 
4 Helicopters 
69 Engines 
27 Dozers 

16 Water Tenders 
Total 

Personnel: 
826 

Jurisdiction: 
US Department of 
Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management 

 

During a dry lightning storm, lightning strikes the ground, sometimes igniting the vegetation. Erratic winds then fan the 
burning spot, starting a new wildfire. Initial attack fire crews will be on high alert for any new fire starts today and into the 
evening as the lightning storm passes through the area. 

Nationally, the fire organization is continually looking for ways to improve and enhance their leadership capabilities, 
efficiency in fighting fires and minimizing the risk to the firefighters. Today, PNW Team 3 is hosting Oregon State University 
Phd Candidate Alexis Lewis.  Ms. Lewis is researching leadership skills across the firefighting organization, focusing on 
what characteristics make a good leader and how they can be further enhanced.  

As firefighting priorities shift, some personnel and equipment will be sent to other fires or home. 

Closures:  The public land closure on the east side of the fire in Malheur County, within the BLM’s Vale District, 
has been lifted.  All Bureau of Land Management lands in the Vale and Burns Districts of Oregon are now open.   
However, the fire protection orders are still in effect for those lands. No off-road vehicle travel, no campflres, no smoking, 
and a shovel/fire extinguisher are required in the vehicle. 

FOR ADDITIONAL AND UPDATED FIRE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:  www.inciweb.org/incident/3113  
 

Scan these codes with your smartphone to be connected to more 
information about the Holloway Fire 

 
Fire updates will be distributed each morning at 9:00 am and again, 

as needed, based on the fire’s activity. 
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