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North Schell Fire Update
Friday, June 22, 2012
Red Flag Warning

Size:  11,987 acres				
Percent Contained:  60%
Resources:  3 Helicopters; 6 Engines; 13 Crews; 4 Dozers
Total Personnel:  346

Firefighters on the North Schell Fire measured wind gusts of up to 40 miles per hour yesterday afternoon.  Air operations were shut down late in the afternoon due to the strong, gusty winds.  Nonetheless, fire activity was extremely minimal, and the fire held within the existing perimeter.  The additional growth in acreage is due to more accurate mapping. 

The first priority this morning will be to use the helicopters while the winds are calm.  They will remove equipment and gear from the remote locations on the fire and also provide support through water drops as necessary.  The Incident Management Team will begin releasing resources this morning, beginning with two hotshot crews and two dozers.  The remaining personnel will continue to secure the fire perimeter and also perform rehabilitation work on firelines.  

The Team plans to return control of the fire back to the local unit effective at 0600 on Sunday morning, June 24.  Burning will continue in remote interior portions of the fire area where unburned fuels remain.  Residents may continue to see smoke in the area in coming weeks.  The Kalamazoo Road and Recreation Site will remain closed for public safety.  All other area recreation sites in the area are open, but anyone traveling on State Route 893 should be aware that some fire traffic will remain in the vicinity.

The National Weather Service has issued a Red Flag Warning for the second day in a row, again for high winds and low relative humidity.  The NWS has already issued a Fire Weather Watch for tomorrow and indicated that the strong winds will continue through the weekend.

The North Schell Fire began on June 9th as a U.S. Forest Service prescribed fire.  Since it was declared a wildfire on Sunday, June 17th, the fire has been managed jointly by the Humbolt-Toiyabe National Forest and Ely District BLM.  Firefighter and public safety is the number one priority on the North Schell Fire.  

For more information, go to http://bit.ly/LZJcmx or contact Public Information Officer Jesse Bender at (877) 262-1573, or Patti Bute, BLM Ely District fire information officer at (775) 289-1905 or pbute@blm.gov
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For more information, visit www.inciweb.org/incident/2915/. 
image1.jpeg




