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	Type 2 Incident Management Team




North Schell Fire Update
June 21, 2012
Red Flag Warning

Size:  11,500 acres				
Percent Contained:  37%
Resources:  5 Helicopters; 15 Engines; 13 Crews; 4 Dozers
Total Personnel:  373

Though Wednesday’s winds were stronger than predicted, activity on the North Schell Fire was minimal with some isolated and group tree torching occurring.  Growth was limited to about 700 acres and occurred in the Kalamazoo Creek drainage, on the southeast portion of the fire.  Single Engine Air Tankers (SEATs) provided retardant drops along the main ridge above Kalamazoo Creek to support crews constructing fireline along the fire’s southern edge.

For today, the National Weather Service has issued a Red Flag Warning – an indicator of potential for large fire growth – for high winds and low humidity.  Sustained winds of 25 miles per hour are expected with gusts nearing 40 miles per hour.  The local terrain will cause the winds to become erratic as they funnel through the canyons.  Temperatures in the fire area will be in the low-90’s, with higher elevations in the low-80’s, and the relative humidity will drop to single digits.  The critical fire weather conditions will possibly remain in the area through the weekend.

Operationally, today’s primary concern will be holding existing portions of line during the wind event.  Firefighters will also patrol sections of the perimeter already contained.  Mitigation measures are in place to protect values at risk, including historic mining structures, critical sage grouse habitat, and mule deer winter range.
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The Kalamazoo Road and Recreation Site remain closed until further notice.  State Route 893 is open, but motorists are encouraged to avoid the vicinity due to the heavy fire traffic.  All other area recreation sites are open and accessible.

The North Schell Fire began on June 9th as a U.S. Forest Service prescribed fire.  Since it was declared a wildfire on Sunday, June 17th, the fire has been managed jointly by the Humbolt-Toiyabe National Forest and Ely District BLM.  Firefighter and public safety is the number one priority on the North Schell Fire.  

For more information, go to http://bit.ly/LZJcmx or contact Public Information Officer Jesse Bender at (877) 262-1573, or Patti Bute, BLM Ely District fire information officer at (775) 289-1905 or pbute@blm.gov
For more information, visit www.inciweb.org/incident/2915/. 
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