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Although the Las Conchas fire is 95% contained, some suppression work remains.  Among the suppression activities to be completed are: suppression of active fire in the Chicoma Mountain area; patrol and mop-up of containment line; chipping of brush and trees along Forest Roads (FR) 44 and 266; felling of hazard trees; and restoration of hand and dozer lines. Suppression work will likely continue for at least one more week.  Meanwhile, the Las Conchas Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Implementation Team continues treatments in the Las Conchas fire area within the Santa Fe National Forest, Valles Caldera National Preserve and Bandelier National Monument. 
Yesterday, the Channel Group scouted and assessed drainage channels.  Today, removal of debris from channels will begin, facilitating the flow of water.  Directional felling of trees will be employed to divert water and construction of Barksdale trash collectors will be constructed on site.  These trash collectors resemble a large grid made from poles found on site, which are placed in drainage bottoms to stop debris while allowing water to flow freely.  The Peralta Footbridge will be temporarily removed to prevent its being washed out by storm flows.  The bridge will be reinstalled at a later date.  Some disturbed areas along stream channels will be seeded by hand.
Yesterday, the Cibola National Forest road crew bladed, graded, and cleaned lead-off ditches along FR 280.  The crew is expected to complete this work today.  The Gila National Forest road crew worked on road repair within the Valles Caldera National Preserve yesterday and will continue today.  The Santa Fe National Forest road crew completed culvert cleaning, blading and grading on most of FR 289 yesterday.  They expect to finish FR 289 and begin work on FR 36 today. 
Felling crews dropped hazard trees along roads in several locations on the fire area yesterday, and will continue today.  They also assisted Cultural Assessment crews yesterday by employing directional tree felling to protect archaeological sites.  Cultural crews have assessed 60 to 70 archaeological sites to determine appropriate rehabilitation treatments to prevent adverse impacts to these sites.
The BAER specialists have prepared seeding, mulching and trail repair contracts for bid and will inspect and approve contract work after contracts are awarded.  Contracts are expected to be awarded early next week and work to be completed within a two week period.  BAER specialists are also working with cooperators to create an interagency early warning flood alert system.
Santa Fe National Forest officials are evaluating forest roads within the burned area to determine which roads may be reopened and when.
Additional BAER implementation treatment information is available on Inciweb at:  http://www.inciweb.org/incident/2406/, or contact Mike Ferris, Public Information Officer at mferris@fs.fed.us, phone (208)559-5367.
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