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The Las Conchas fire is now 98% contained, but some suppression work remains. Suppression of active fire in the Chicoma Mountain area continues. Chipping of brush and trees, and restoration of hand lines and dozer lines is still in progress.  The Las Conchas Burned Area Emergency Response Implementation Team continues treatments in the Las Conchas fire area within the SantaFe National Forest, Valles Caldera National Preserve, and Bandelier National Monument. 
Yesterday, minor flooding from a thunderstorm along Valles Caldera Road (VCR) 13 destroyed some road repairs completed by the Gila NF road crew, and washed out a culvert. The Santa Fe NF road crew completed 2.5 miles of repair on Forest Road (FR) 289, while the Cibola NF road crew bladed and cleaned culverts on 1.5 miles of FR 268.  Road repairs will continue today. Yesterday the Channel Group began construction of a Barksdale trash collector.  This effort will continue today. Directional felling of trees was employed again to protect cultural sites yesterday, and is likely to continue today, weather permitting.
The Santa Fe National Forest issued a partial lifting of fire restrictions yesterday, which will take effect Saturday, July 30.  The Las Conchas Fire and Pacheco Fire areas will remain in Stage III closure.  The Jemez Ranger District and part of the Cuba Ranger District, as well as the Valles Caldera National Preserve, will be under Stage I fire restrictions.  For additional information about closures, call the Santa Fe National Forest at (505-438-5320); or (866)382-5537 for the Valles Caldera National Preserve.
Santa Fe National Forest officials are evaluating forest roads within the burned area to determine which roads may be reopened, and when.
Additional BAER implementation treatment information is available on Inciweb at:  http://www.inciweb.org/incident/2406/, or contact Mike Ferris, Public Information Officer at mferris@fs.fed.us, phone (208)559-5367.
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