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Updated 1400 MDT July 8, 2011
Valid for Saturday-Sunday July 9-10, 2011			   Contact:  Josh Hall, Forest Service, 505-438-5319

This smoke outlook includes a forecast of impacts from particulate matter only and does not include radionuclides, which have not been found above background levels in any monitoring data.   

Winds over the weekend will primarily push smoke from ongoing wildfires to the northwest.  Smoke impacts are expected to remain near active fire areas. Unhealthy conditions are anticipated to continue near the Las Conchas fire in Los Alamos, NM, primarily in the morning.  During these conditions, people with heart or lung disease, older adults, and children should avoid prolonged or heavy physical activity outdoors. Everyone else should reduce prolonged or heavy exertion outside.

The Las Conchas Fire will continue to have broad impacts through the Upper Rio Grande Valley, with potential impacts northwest of the fire.  Smoke is also expected to be terrain driven at night and in the early morning with potentially significant impacts to communities that are down drainage from the fire, including Cochiti Pueblo. The chances of thunderstorms and precipitation will increase over the weekend, which should reduce smoke impacts going forward.

These areas may experience periods of air quality which is Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups (those with asthma, lung or heart disease, children, older adults, and recent science indicates pregnant women).  Low lying areas close to ongoing fire activity may experience periods with visibility of 1.5 – 2.5 miles, which is indicative of air that is unhealthy for all groups.  If heavy smoke is present, then outdoor activities should be minimized where possible and caution observed when driving in reduced visibility. Take this into consideration when deciding whether or not to participate in outdoor activities, recognizing that conditions can change quickly and these projections are based on anticipated weather conditions and fire activity.

Your eyes are your best tools to determine if it’s safe to be outside. Remember: if visibility is 10 miles and up, the air quality is Good; six to nine miles, air quality is Moderate; three to five miles, air quality is Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups; one and a half to two and a half miles, air quality is Unhealthy; one to one and a quarter miles, air quality is Very Unhealthy; and one mile or less, air quality is Hazardous.

Updated information on fire activity in the Southwest can be found in the SWCC Morning Intelligence Briefing.  

A map of large fire location and links to other fire and smoke mapping resources is available here.  

For a Daily Smoke Forecast in New Mexico call (505)476-4330.  

New Mexicans who have questions about health-related issues in New Mexico due to smoke can call the New Mexico Nurse Advice Line at 1-877-725-2552.  Those who want to talk to a mental health professional can call 1-866-HELP-1-NM.

More information about Wildfire Impacts to Air Quality including links to EPA radiation monitoring in the region can be found at Wildfire Smoke Resources. 
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