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     PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
July 7, 2011
BURNED AREA EMERGENCY RESPONSE (BAER) TEAM 

BEGINS WORK ON THE LAS CONCHAS FIRE
The Department of Interior National Interagency Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Team arrived in Albuquerque, NM on Wednesday, July 6, 2011 to evaluate the after effects of the Las Conchas Fire. The team’s primary mission is to assess potential threats to life, property, and critical cultural and natural resources on reservation lands, as a result of the Las Conchas wildfire.  The DOI BAER Team is collaborating with a US Forest Service BAER Team, who is assessing Forest Service lands and a National Park Service team that is assessing their lands.
The BAER Team is made up of representatives from Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and US Forest Service.  The team is working with staff from the Northern Pueblos Agency, Southern Pueblos Agency, Jemez Pueblo, Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo, San Ildefonso Pueblo and Santa Clara Pueblo.  The science based team includes professionals in: hydrology, soil science, archeology, geology, wildlife and fisheries, vegetation, forestry, environmental protection, and geographic information systems.  The team is led by Erv Gasser, National Park Service.

Issues already identified by the agencies and Pueblos include: flood and debris flow impacts on the Santa Clara Creek, roads and bridges, cultural resources, threatened and endangered species, impacts to timber, and noxious weeds.  Following field assessments, the BAER Team will prepare an Emergency Stabilization Plan.  The plan will cover Tribal Trust lands potentially affected by the Las Conchas fire.
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