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MAYHILL FIRE UPDATE 
For Immediate Release:





Tuesday May 17, 2011, A.M.


Mayhill Fire Information: 575.687.3494

Detected:  May 9, 2011 





Cause:  Under Investigation

Containment:  95 percent





Acres: 31,861 
Estimated Containment Date: May17, 2011                              
Note: No delays or closures of US Highway 82 are planned or anticipated for Mayhill Fire operations. Fire traffic may be congested on US Highway 82 and in the Sixteen Springs and Carr Gap Road areas over the next few days due to demobilization of fire crews and equipment. Please drive with caution.
Location:  The Mayhill Fire ignited 2 miles west of Mayhill, NM on May 9, 2011. The fire burned on lands under the jurisdiction of the Lincoln National Forest, New Mexico State Forestry, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), and Bureau of Land Management (BLM), as well as private land in Otero and Chaves counties. 
Summary: Crews and fire personnel have completed mop-up around most of the perimeter of the fire, including the Mayhill and Sixteen Springs areas. Mop-up should be completed on the rest of the fire perimeter and in the Carr Gap Road area today. Crews will continue searching out and extinguishing hot spots, rehabilitating dozer lines and building water bars for erosion mitigation. 

A Red Flag warning has been issued for today. Winds are predicted to be 20-25 mph with gusts to 40 mph beginning in the early afternoon, with relative humidity decreasing to around 9-13%. Extreme fire conditions are expected to continue into Wednesday with 30-40 mph winds and gusts of 55-60 mph.

A transition from the New Mexico Type 2 Incident Management Team (IMT) to a Type 3 IMT will take place today at 6:00 p.m. While fire personnel will be scaled down as part of this transition, ample resources are being maintained and will be strategically assigned to the fire area in anticipation of the winds and extreme fire conditions that are predicted for the next few days. The Incident Command Post will remain in the same area near mile marker 32 on US Hwy 82 until further notice.  
Pockets of unburned areas within the interior of the Mayhill Fire will continue to burn with low to moderate intensity, especially with the higher winds. Residents and visitors can expect to see smoke for the next few days, and even for several weeks due to smoldering fuels such as large logs and dead debris piles.
Resources: 368 personnel are currently assigned to the fire. Resources from the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, and New Mexico State Forestry, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and area volunteer fire departments are assisting with firefighting operations.

Closures: The Closure Order on the Lincoln National Forest went into effect at 8:00 a.m. on 5/12/11. The closure affects ALL public lands under the jurisdiction and within the proclomated boundaries of the Lincoln National Forest, New Mexico. Due to the Closure Order in effect on the Lincoln National Forest, travel on Carr Gap Road and Sixteen Springs Road are open only to residents of that area.
Open Burning Restrictions are also in effect on State and private lands throughout New Mexico. For more information on the Lincoln National Forest Closure Order please visit www.fs.usda.gov/lincoln. For further information including maps of the Mayhill Fire please visit www.nmfireinfo.com or www.inciweb.org. 
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