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Crews Make Progress on Whiskey Fire 

 

Crews made progress securing fire lines around the Whiskey Fire near Lost Woman Crater in El 

Malpais National Monument. The fire was started by a lightning strike on July 18 and has burned 

approximately 850 acres. Of that total, 632 acres are on National Park Service (NPS) lands and 

218 acres are on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands. The fire behavior has helped reduce 

the fuel loading in the region by consuming dead and down fuels. This will result in nutrient 

release that will promote a healthy, more ecologically resilient landscape. The reduced fuel load 

will help fire managers control future wildfires that occur when conditions are less favorable.  

 

Crews completed a burnout of the south line on July 27. Since then, numerous rain showers have 

hit the area, with many more showers expected through the upcoming week. Additional growth 

of the fire will be minimal, and smoke impacts from the fire should also be minimal. Crews and 

resources called up for the fire will be released over the next 24 to 48 hours. Local El Malpais 

fire crews will continue to monitor and patrol the fire. The Bureau of Land Management and 

National Park Service would like to thank the local community for their support and 

understanding during the fire. 

 

For more information about the Whiskey Fire, please contact Rick Best at 505-295-4641, x18, or 

Mitzi Frank at 505-285-4641.  
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