
Sunday,  08/10/2014,  9:30 a .m.        

For Immediate Release   

 Facts at a Glance  

Size:  Approximately 727 acres Date Started:  08/01/2014 Percent Containment:  0% 

Personnel Assigned: 230, including 

six, 20-person hand crews  

Equipment Assigned:   2 dozers; 6 water 

tenders; 2 skidgines; 8 engines 

Cause: Lightning 

Aircraft Assigned:  Seven 

helicopters; Four, single-engine air 

tankers (SEATs) available as needed 

Cooperating Agencies:      Sanders County Sheriff’s Office,  Sanders County 

Office of Emergency Management, Sanders County Commissioners, Montana 

Highway Patrol, Montana Department of Transportation 

 

The Thompson River Complex is comprised of the Koo Koo Sint and Spruce fires which started Friday, 

August 1
st
 and are burning approximately 6 miles east of Thompson Falls, Montana. Difficult terrain 

continues to hamper fireline construction efforts for both fires.  

Saturday, firefighters strengthened fireline along the northern flank of the Koo Koo Sint fire and were 

successful utilizing fireline explosives where hand tools had not yet been efficient.  Crews also continued to 

improve a road near the fires’ northeastern flank and develop contingency lines along the fire’s eastern flank. 

The structure protection group began implementing point protection measures around some residences north 

of Highway 200, along the fire’s southern perimeter. 

There was minor growth on the Spruce Fire, and firefighters have been able thus far to keep the fire west of 

the West Fork Road and north of Big Spruce Creek. Despite significant air support from helicopter water 

drops and single engine air tankers (SEATs) retardant drops, a spot fire east of the main Spruce fire was very 

active Saturday and has burned approximately 5 acres.  

Sunday, crews on the Koo Koo Sint fire will continue line improvement, contingency line development, and 

point protection where necessary.  Crews on the Spruce fire will continue using air support to help reduce 

spread rates and cool hot spots. 

Rick Kusicko’s Type II Northern Rockies Incident Management Team began managing the Thompson River 

Complex at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, August 8
th

.  The Incident Command Post (ICP) for the fire has been 

established in Plains, Montana, along Helterline Road. 

Closures:  For public safety, Lolo National Forest has an area closure and a road closure in effect. The Koo 

Koo Sint fire area closure includes Trail #445, as well as the access road to the trailhead, #18765. The 

Spruce Fire area closure includes Big Spruce Creek Trail #1102 and road #7668. The area closure only 

affects National Forest Systems lands.  In addition, a Temporary Flight Restriction is also in effect 

surrounding the fire area.  

For more info:  Please contact Information Officers, Jennifer Costich, Wynn Avocette, or Ted Allio at 406-

826-9052/ ICP, 208-255-2056/ cell or ThompsonRiverComplex@gmail.com if you have questions 

concerning the Thompson River Complex.  Closure details and announcements will also be posted on 

www.inciweb.org ; from the drop down menu, select “Thompson River Complex”.  
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