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Above Normal Significant Fire Potential
· No areas are expected to experience above normal significant fire potential in December.   

Below Normal Significant Fire Potential

· In December, below normal significant fire potential is expected across a large section of the Southern Area extending from west/central Texas eastward to the Atlantic Coast, with the exception of most of Florida, due to continuing abundant precipitation.  
Normal Significant Fire Potential

· All other areas are expected to experience normal significant fire potential in December due to fall conditions and recent rainfall across much of the West and predicted wetter conditions in California.  Dryness in eastern Florida could lead to brief periods of elevated fire activity, however relatively frequent precipitation events are expected, which should help keep significant fire potential near normal.
December 2009 Through March 2010 Weather Outlook

· El Nino continues to build up and is expected to persist at moderate strength through the winter, bringing above normal warmth in the West, Central States, and Alaska; above normal precipitation in California through the winter; and wet conditions in much of the southern tier of the country.  Long terms drought conditions are expected to improve over most of the country except for eastern Washington, northern Wisconsin, and Hawaii.  However, significant fire potential is expected to increase to above normal in Tennessee, Kentucky, and portions of adjoining states by late March.      
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