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ROARING FIRE UPDATE AUGUST 22, 2016

SALMON, ID — The Roaring Fire, on the Salmon-Cobalt Ranger District is 2,511 acres, growing over 500 acres this
weekend. The fire is burning in a remote part of the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness on the ridge between
Roaring and Goat Creeks above the confluence of the Middle Fork Salmon and Salmon Rivers. This fire is adjacent to the
2014 Goat Fire and is being managed to allow fire to play, as nearly as possible, its natural role in wilderness.

For most of the 20th century, any form of wildland fire, whether naturally caused or otherwise, was immediately
suppressed. Standards regulating wildfire suppression in the 1960s changed because ecological studies recognized fire as a
natural process that was necessary for new growth. Today, policies supporting complete fire suppression have been
replaced with those that encourage wildland fire to be used as a tool. “Our goal on the Roaring Fire is to help share how to
learn to live with fire while ensuring a safe recreational experience in an active fire area” said Chuck Mark, Forest Supervisor
for the Salmon-Challis National Forest.

The Roaring Fire is actively burning in the Roaring Creek drainage between the Bighorn Crags and the Middle Fork of the
Salmon River. Progression to date is predominately south up the South Fork of Roaring Creek to McGuire Lake and west
down Roaring Creek towards the Middle Fork.

Personnel at Long Tom Lookout is monitoring the fire daily. Fire managers continue to evaluate needs if the fire were to
impact additional trails or river camps. At this time, no boaters on the Middle Fork of the Salmon or the Salmon River are
being impacted.

Expect to see smoke drifting into the valleys, especially in the evenings. Fire managers expect the fire to grow into the fall
season.

There is a Red Flag Warning in effect from noon today until 9:00 p.m. this evening for strong gusty winds and low relative
humidity.

An Emergency Trail Closure for Public Safety for the Roaring Fire is in place. The closure area includes:
e  Bighorn Crags Trail #6021 from just northwest of Big Clear Lake (T21N, R16E Section15) to Dome Mountain at the
junction of Trail #6021 and Trail #6172 (T22N, R17E Section18).
e  Garden Creek Trail #6172 is also closed from Dome Mountain (T22N, R17E Section 18) at its junction with Trail
#6021 to terminus at Horse Heaven (T22N, R16E Section 12).

For more information on the Roaring Fire can be found on Inciweb at http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4976/ You are also
welcome to visit the Salmon-Challis National Forest website: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/scnf/home, and check out News
& Events, ‘Like Us’ on https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf, and ‘Follow Us’ on https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF
for further information.

HitHH

‘USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender’



