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Salmon-Challis National Forest
Halstead Fire Update
August 31, 2012 - 0900
 
  
Halsteadfire2012@gmail.com 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][image: ]Fire Information:  208-774-0011

Start Date: July 27, 2012 					Cause: Lightning 
Current Size: 123,893 acres 					Containment: 7% 
Location: Approx. 3 miles north of Stanley, Idaho 
Jurisdiction: USDA Forest Service, Intermountain Region, Salmon-Challis National Forest
Resources on the fire: 549 personnel, including 6 hand crews, 36 engines and 6 helicopters

What Happened Yesterday: The fire grew more than 7000-acres yesterday. The first big column that was visible before noon was from the 1000-acres that were burning near Pinyon Peak on the north end of the fire. The fire also burned more ground near Marsh Creek on the west flank. The fire also made nearly a one-mile run to the north in the Vanity Lakes area. The southeastern corner again, is where the fire was the most aggressive. Firefighters lit vegetation on fire with aerial ignitions along dozer line that they have put in east of Harden Creek to Sunbeam.  They also continued working along a two-mile line right above Highway 75 using air resources to keep fire in check.  Firefighters continued burnout operations along Noho Creek so they can tie in to the roads in the area. Firefighters attempted burnout operations along Stanley Creek Road, but the winds picked up and they had to stop those operations. The burnouts are areas where the firefighters light the vegetation on fire to remove the fuel from the main front of the Halstead Fire.

The Plan for Today: The firefighters will work today to keep the fire on the west side from crossing west of Marsh Creek. Firefighters will start sprinkler systems around the Seafoam Guard Station on the northern part of the fire. In the Valley Creek area, firefighters will work to keep the fire from burning onto private land, and depending on the weather, they may conduct burnout operations in that vicinity. Firefighters will also have a continued presence in the Yankee Fork, Casino Creek and Sunbeam Hot Springs and work to keep point protection around the structures.  Firefighters will be working along the Harden Creek area as the fire starts to come out of that drainage. Firefighters’ efforts along Highway 75 include keeping the fire from spotting across the roadway or Salmon River and becoming established on the other side. They also will be installing another heliwell at Mormon Bend. Heliwells provide a ready water resource for helicopters to dip from to cool the fire line in areas where firefighters are working. Firefighters will also focus their efforts on Stanley Creek Road and establishing an anchor point, or a spot along the fire line that is secure, so the fire won’t be able to sneak around and burn other areas outside of the perimeter. Firefighters will be watching the Pinyon Peak area from the air and will insert firefighters if the fire begins to make an additional push to the northeast. 

Highway 75 Closure Update: Highway 75 remains closed between Lower Stanley and Peach Creek due to the Halstead Fire. Depending on fire activity, local traffic may be permitted escorted by a pilot car.  It is difficult to predict when conditions will be safe for motorists due to changing fire conditions and reduced visibility from smoke.  Travelers are encouraged to find alternate routes.

Closures: Know before you go.  A large area around the Halstead Fire is closed. For information on the closure area visit: www.fs.usda.gov/sawtooth and www.fs.usda.gov/scnf . For a high resolution map of the closure area go to the Flickr site www.flickr.com/salmonchallisnf.  

For more information follow us on Twitter    @scnf_fire_info 
http://inciweb.org/incident/3062/          www.flickr.com/salmonchallisnf 
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