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Salmon-Challis National Forest
Halstead Fire Update
August 16, 2012 - 0900


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][image: ]Fire Information:  208-860-0434

Start Date: July 27, 2012 					Cause: Lightning 
Current Size: 77,251 acres 					Containment: 3% 
Location: Approx. 18 miles northwest of Stanley, Idaho 
Jurisdiction: USDA Forest Service, Intermountain Region, Salmon-Challis National Forest
Resources on the fire: 297 personnel, including 3 hand crews, 26 engines, 3 helicopters

Stanley Museum Lecture Series Presentation on the Halstead Fire: Friday, August 17 at 5:00pm at Stanley Museum and 8:00pm and Redfish Lake Visitor Center

Forecast: Continued warm and dry conditions are expected with west to northwest winds today and Friday. The temperature will be in the 80s with humidity around 16 percent. The Haines Index will be a 4. The inversion should break around noon. 

Remarks: Work on the Bench Fire continued with 60 percent containment at 220 acres. Firefighters are stirring the ashes and breaking up stumps to help get the heat out of the fire. The Halstead fire burned a pocket of standing trees near Loon Creek yesterday.  The southeast flank of the fire had the most growth as the fire moved into the bug-killed trees below Basin Butte.  The fire is expected to meet the boundary of the 2006 Potato fire burn area and that will hopefully take some of the energy out of the fire as the fuels change in that area. The fire is also established south of Sunday Creek and well into Duffy Basin. A 48-hour evacuation notice was issued to residents and campers along the Highway 75 corridor from Sunbeam to Lower Stanley, not including Stanley or Lower Stanley. 

Homeowner Preparedness: Fir information on how to prepare your home for wildfires, see:  www.firewise.org 

Closures:
[bookmark: _GoBack]A large area around the Halstead and the Bench Fire remains closed. For information on the closure area visit www.fs.usda.gov/sawtooth and www.fs.usda.gov/scnf .  Know before you go.  For a high resolution map of the closure area go to the Flickr site www.flickr.com/salmonchallisnf  

Rivers:  The Main Salmon and the Middle Fork of the Salmon River remain open although some of the access points have been closed. 

Hwy 21 and Hwy 75 remain open within the closure area.
The Boundary Creek Road (FS 579) to the Middle Fork remains open.

For more information follow us on Twitter    @scnf_fire_info 
http://inciweb.org/unit/46/.          www.flickr.com/salmonchallisnf 
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