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Incident:  The Porcupine Complex was started by lightning on 8/9. 

Location:  The Porcupine Complex is 25 miles east of Elk City, ID. 

Agency Jurisdiction:  USDA Forest Service, Nez Perce–Clearwater National Forests 
Cooperating Agencies:  Idaho County Sheriff’s Department, Idaho County Office of Disaster 
Management 

Incident Command Post:  (ICP) is located at the old Red River Ranger Station. 
 

Current Size:  33,872 acres           Containment:  0%             Structures Threatened:  5 
 

Yesterday:  On the Porcupine Complex, weather conditions were sunny with slightly warmer 

temperatures and lower humidity with mainly terrain driven winds.  Fire activity was low.  A 
smoldering and creeping fire was observed throughout most of the effected area, with individual 
and group tree torching on the E/SE area of the fire.  Crews removed hose and patrolled Forest 

Road 285 for spot fires and hazardous trees. 
 

Today:  A dry cold frontal passage is expected to arrive in the area around midday. This will 

bring temperatures in the 60’s in the valley’s and 50’s along ridgelines, lower humidity and 
shifting winds 8-20 mph with gusts up to 30 mph.  Additional concern will be terrain-aligned 

accelerations and strong gusts in saddles and chutes.  Moderate fire spread is expected on the 
east flank due to these conditions.  Crews on the Porcupine Complex will continue to contain the 
fire east of Forest Road 285 using point protection, monitor fire activity utilizing the Green 

Mountain Lookout, and patrol for spot fires.  Point protection involves protecting specific points 
from the fire while not actively trying to line the entire fire edge. Points being protected may be 
communities, individual homes, communication sites and areas of high resource value such as roads. 
 
Road Closures:  The Magruder Corridor Road (Forest Road 468) is closed from its junction with 
the Green Mountain Road (Forest Road 285) to Observation Point for public safety due to fire 

activity.  Through traffic to and from Montana to Idaho is closed. 
 

Area Closures:  Special Area Closures are in effect for the 581 and 575 trails.  The spur road 

going up to Burnt Knob lookout has also been closed.  On the Nez Perce National Forest, Forest 
Road 285 is open with possible delays; Forest Road 357 is open; Forest Road 468 is open from 

its junction with Forest Road 222 to its junction with Forest Road 285. The remainder of Forest 
Road 468 is closed; Forest Trail 501 is open from 14-Mile Trailhead to Bargamin Creek; the 14-
Mile Trailhead and Granite Springs Campgrounds are open.  On the Bitterroot National Forest, 

Forest Road 468 is open from the West Fork Guard Station to Observation point, but is closed 
from Observation Point for the remainder of the Magruder corridor. 
 

Special Notice for Hunters:  For current fire closures see Idaho Fish and Game at: 
https://fishandgame.idaho.gov/content/article/do-fire-closures-leave-you-hunting-spot-hunt. 
 

For further information, including specific details regarding the Area Closure, visit the InciWeb 

website: http://inciweb.org/incident/3171/ 
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