
 

FACT SHEET 
 

Wildfire Update    
 

August 31, 2015     
 

Contact:  Public Information Officers: Glenda Scott, Bob MacGregor, Peri Suenram 

Phone: Note New Phone Number 406-847-9974 or 406-827-0731 

 

What:  Clark Fork Complex (numerous fires) 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location: N. Idaho and NW Montana, Nearby Towns include Heron, Noxon, MT and Clark Fork, ID    

Jurisdiction:  Idaho Panhandle National Forests (IPNF) and Kootenai National Forest (KNF)   

 

The Northern Rockies Wildland Fire Management Team has assumed command of all fires in the 

Napoleon and Clark Fork Complexes and will manage them as the Clark Fork Complex under the 

command of Diane Hutton.  

 

The Clark Fork Complex is a collection of the following fires:  

Scotchman Peak (IPNF): 2057 acres  Whitetail (IPNF): 1859 acres  

Sawtooth (KNF): 2425 acres    Marten Creek (IPNF): 6 acres    

Napoleon (KNF): 8740 acres   Government (KNF): 399 acres 

Acreages remain the same as there was no fire growth on Sunday. 

 

There will be a Community Meeting at Camp Elohim, 12395 Bull Lake Road (Highway 56), 

Troy, Montana (approximately 12 miles south of the Highway 2 & 56 Intersection and 22 

miles north of the Highway 200 & 56 Intersection) at 7:00pm (MDT) on Monday, August 31 

to interact with Fire Managers and Local Officials. 

 

 

Yesterday’s Activities: Rain amounts ranging from .3 to .6 of an inch fell across the fires of the 

Clark Fork Complex on Sunday; seriously dampening fire activity.  The larger fuels, such as downed 

logs, are still holding a lot of heat and firefighters will take advantage of the relatively benign fire 

conditions over the next few days to; as Operations Section Chief George Johnson put it: “Try and 

make good hay while the sun doesn’t shine!”  Sunday was spent looking at how the fires had reacted 

to the frontal passage and subsequent rain and planning new, more aggressive tactics allowed by the 

decreased fire behavior.  The heat on the Whitetail Fire was seriously diminished and hot-shot crews 

identified opportunities to build direct fire-lines adjacent to the black along the east and west flanks, 

south of the 332 Road.  Signs were posted on the boundaries of the closure area around the 

Scotchman Peak Fire, there has been a large amount of recreation traffic below the fire front and 

the public is urged to stay out of this area.  Construction was started on a contingency line for the 

Sawtooth fire paralleling Highway 56 and starting at the north end of the Napoleon Fire then 

heading north to Bull Lake.  Mop-up work into the Napoleon Fire was aggressively pursued along the 

north and east sides.  The location of an indirect line for potential future burnout operations along the 

southeast flank was identified. Infra-red data showed very little heat on the Government Fire along 

Highway 56.   Aerial resources were grounded on Sunday by low clouds and steady rain. 

 

 

Todays Planned Actions:  Incident Commander Diane Hutton and Deputy Incident Commander 

Craig Glazier asked firefighters at the morning briefings in Trout Creek and Heron respectively to 

observe a moment of silence for Richard Wheeler, Andrew Zajac and Thomas Zbyszewski, the three 

firefighters killed during the Twisp River Fire.  Their memorial service was Sunday in Wenatchee, WA.  

Crews will take advantage of the break in the weather to make gains against the fires on Monday, 

knowing they are not out and only need a couple of warm and sunny days to rejuvenate themselves.  



Fire behavior on Monday will mostly be limited to creeping and smoldering. The majority of heat on 

the Whitetail Fire is confined to the interior.  Crews will build direct line down the west flank with an 

objective of reaching a Safety Zone about halfway down that side.  Other firefighters will build direct 

fire-line south from the Blacktail Creek drainage along the east flank.  The Sawtooth fire retains the 

most heat of the fires that make up the Complex and Fire Behavior Specialists are keeping an eye on 

the ridge to the east of Ross Creek where the fire might want to run along the ridgetop to the 

northeast.  The fire has not progressed toward the Ross Creek Cedar Grove.  Work on the 

contingency line along Highway 56, north of the Napoleon Fire to Bull Lake, will continue on Monday.  

Assertive mop-up activity will be the order of the day on the Napoleon Fire especially along the 

northwest corner where a persistent hot area will be neutralized.  Firefighters will assess the 

opportunity to build a direct line around the northwest corner southeast of the South Fork of Dry 

Creek to hook that crook and prevent flanking movement to the northwest.  Government Fire crews 

and equipment will continue their work along the private land east of Highway 56.   

 

Forecasted Weather:  Cloud cover will continue to blanket the area today but the chance for 

additional wetting rains has seriously decreased.  Temperatures will be approximately five degrees 

warmer and there will be breezy winds, however high humidity and yesterday’s moisture will keep fire 

growth potential low for Monday.  The week ahead looks cloudy with good humidity recoveries and 

should favor firefighters. 

 

Evacuations:  A Stage 1 pre-evacuation is in effect for all residences along the Highway 56 corridor 

south of and including Angel Island, along the east and west shore of Bull Lake from mile marker 14.5 

to mile marker 20.5 on Highway 56, to include all residences in the Bull Lake Estates and Wilderness 

View Estates.  A Level 1 Evacuation Order is in effect for an area in Bonner County, Idaho.  This area 

is bounded by the State Line on the east, River Road (south of the Clark Fork River) on the north, the 

main fork of Johnson Creek on the west and the Shoshone/Bonner County Line to the south.  Level 1 

is a pre-evacuation notice that informs residents that they should have plans in case the fire moves in 

their direction.  Evacuations are in effect along Highway 56 from mile marker 14 extending south to 

mile mark 2.7, for both sides of the highway.  The evacuation zone also includes all residences on the 

East Fork Bull River Road.  Pre-evacuation notices are in effect for all residences north of Highway 200 

from mile marker 6 to the Highway 56 intersection (approximately 4 miles), for the residents on the 

Old Bull River Road and for residents on Highway 56 from approximately mile mark 14.5 to mile mark 

14; and mile mark 2.7 south to the Highway 200 intersection.   
 

Closures:  A new area closure order was issued on the Idaho Panhandle National Forest around the 

Scotchman Peak Fire. A closure order on the Idaho Panhandle National Forest that closes the 332 

Road, the 1066 Road and the 1021 Road at the intersection with the 332 Road, in the local area 

remains in effect.  The Idaho Panhandle National Forests and the Kootenai National Forest have 

instituted area and trail closures around many of the fires in the Clark Fork Complex; please consult 

the websites for the respective Forests at the Idaho Panhandle http://www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf or the 

Kootenai http://www.fs.usda.gov/kootenai for the latest updates. 
 

For the latest fire information and photos, visit  http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4531/.  Stay 

current with the Idaho Panhandle National Forest on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/USFSIPNF 

and the Kootenai National Forest at  http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/kootenai/home 
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