August 19th Night Firing Operation north of Woodland
Firefighters assigned to the Northern Rockies National Incident Management Team will be conducting a nighttime firing operation this evening and throughout the night north of Woodland along the breaks of the canyon on the south and west side of Lolo Creek.  This is a method that we often use to manage a fire on our terms.  Here is what is will take place.
A cold front will be arriving over the fire area on Friday, with winds eventually coming out of the northwest and north by Friday afternoon.  This is direct alignment with where the existing fire could move through unburned lands.
The fire in Lolo Creek Canyon will pose a direct threat to private lands if the predicted winds increase fire activity to the point where it rapidly moves out of the canyon towards private lands in the vicinity of Woodland and Pardee Corner.
A fire line approximately 50 feet wide has been constructed on the south side of the canyon for a distance of approximately 4 miles.  This fireline connects the Carrot Ridge fire to the Lolo 2 fire.  However, even this wide fire line is not wide enough to stop a fire coming out of the canyon driven by strong northwest or northerly winds.
The firing operation will allow firefighters to conduct a controlled operation under their terms, not the terms of an erratic fire driven by wind (for instance, similar to what occurred last Friday along Beaver Slide Road).
A nighttime operation will result in greatly reduced fire intensity due to lower temperature, higher humidity, lower wind speed and no solar (sun) energy directly on the fire.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firefighters will use fire to burn available fuel.  They will begin ignition at the edge of the 50 feet wide fireline and move their fire in the direction of the canyon in a methodical, organized and timely operation.  This will be a slow, methodical process.  As the fire approaches the canyon’s edge, it will then begin to burn downhill as a backing fire, slowly and continuously moving further away from the fireline.
A backing fire is less intense than a running fire.  As a result, many areas of timber will be able to survive as fire burns beneath the trees rather than burning through the tops of the trees.  An uncontrolled, running crown fire coming out of the canyon would be significantly more intense and have the potential to destroy more trees and property.
This operation will produce smoke and flames.  Firefighters will be operating throughout the entire 4 mile length of the fireline.  While flames may not be visible from many locations, smoke may increase in the Clearwater Valley during the night as well as outlying areas such as Weippe and Pierce.
Our best crews, Type 1 Hotshots, will do the ignition.  The crews will be supported throughout the night by engines and heavy equipment.  They will be in direct radio contact with each other and with the Incident Command Post throughout the night in case additional resources are needed to respond to any problems.
Approximately 70 landowners attended a meeting this morning at the Woodland Friends Church and were informed of the operation.  They were supportive of this operation taking place in order to protect their private property.
The operation is expected to be concluded by Thursday morning, allowing a full day for additional mop up close to the existing fireline, increasing the width of the line, adding additional black (burned) land against the line and increasing the distance of any fire front coming out of the canyon from the dozer line.  
The public will be updated on the timing of this operation on KIYE Radio (FM 88.7 or 105.5 (Lapwai), Inciweb and the Lawyer Complex Facebook page between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. this evening.  Fire information will also be available by calling (406) 309-0371 and (208) 507-2621 until 10 p.m. or by visiting the Fire Information trailer at the Idaho Department of Lands office in Kamiah until 10 p.m.
An update on the operation will be posted to Inciweb and the Lawyer Complex Facebook page at approximately 7 a.m. Thursday morning (August 20th) and on KIYE radio later in the morning.     
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