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Australia Support 2009


Third US BAER Team Reports to the Kilmore East-Murrindindi Complex South Fire
Cathleen Thompson, US Forest Service – BAER Team Information Officer

WORRI YALLOCK, Victoria, Australia, Mar. 12, 2009- A third United States (US) Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) team has reported to Australia to supplement and assist the post-bushfire recovery efforts.  The third team, lead by US Forest Service employee Terry Hardy, will be assessing the southern portions of the Kilmore East-Murrindindi Complex fire.  Hardy’s team is working with the staff from the State of Victoria’s Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE).  Also imbedded into the team are specialists from Melbourne Water and Parks Victoria.
Initial scoping by the Hardy BAER team and their Victoria counterparts has revealed that the most urgent issues are:
· Protection of the catchments that supply water to Melbourne and other communities - the major catchments include Shannassy, Maroondah Reservoir and Wallaby;
· Protection of life and property from post-fire events; and
· Rebuilding and recovery of infrastructure assets - including the repair of fences, restoration of fire tracks, and construction of silt fences.

One of the primary objectives of the US deployment is to exchange technologies and methodologies with the Australian state agencies.  The Hardy team is well along that path and is working with Melbourne Water to analyze the satellite-derived initial Burned Area Reflectance Classification map.  This technology is of high interest to the Australians.  The map is being used by the team specialists to assess post-wildfire watershed response and erosion potential.  The teams are also fully integrated into the Kilmore East-Murrindindi Complex South fire’s Incident Management Team and the Victoria Restoration and Rehabilitation team led by Peter Brick.

Over the next several days the team will focus on assessing the western portions of the fire complex.  Kings Lake and Toorongo will be surveyed by BAER team specialists.  These areas are of special concern to the Incident Management Team.
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Members of the Hardy US BAER Team: Terry Hardy (Team Leader), US Forest Service (USFS), Boise, Idaho; Harold Luedtke (Deputy Team Leader), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), New Mexico; Regina Rone, USFS, Idaho; Will Reed, USFS, Utah; Amy Nowakowski, USFS, Wyoming; Dave Kennell, USFS, Idaho; Frank Partridge, National Park Service (NPS), Florida; Eric Schroder, USFS, Colorado; Carl Hardzinski, BIA, Minnesota; Tony Luxon, BIA, New Mexico; Scott Lambert, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Idaho; Jeffrey O’Connell, BLM, Colorado; and Dana Butler, USFS, Colorado.
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