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Australia Support 2009


Napper US BAER Team Surveys Bunyip Fire Area for Australian Critically Endangered Bird

Michael Kellett, USFS BAER Wildlife Biologist
Cathleen Thompson, USFS BAER Information Officer

NOOJEE, Victoria, Australia, Mar. 8, 2009- Members of Carolyn Napper’s US Forest Service Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) team are currently on assignment in Australia assisting with the Victoria bushfires.  
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Members of the Napper BAER team include: Carolyn Napper, USFS (Team Leader); Todd Ellsworth, USFS (Assistant Team Leader); Bob Davidson, USFS; Michael Kellett, USFS; Tom Koler, USFS; Greg Napper, USFS; Jason Pyron, USFS; Pete Robichaud, USFS; Jim Schmitt, USFS; Liz Schnackenber, USFS; Ed Snook, USFS; and Dave Young, USFS.  Also shown above are Rich Schwab, NPS (BAER Team Field Liaison) and Cathleen Thompson, USFS (BAER Team Information Officer).
On Tuesday, March 3, the Napper BAER team and Victoria State Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) employees Rolf Willig and Jean-Marc Porigneaux accompanied journalist Joseph Feil to the southern part of the Bunyip Fire. 
Mr. Feil was gathering information and photography from the Bunyip Fire for an upcoming article in Outback Magazine (http://www.outbackmag.com.au/).  
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Critically Endangered Helmeted Honeyeater near Bunyip Fire, Victoria, Australia
Napper’s BAER team’s field reconnaissance included a portion of Bunyip State Park near Tonimbuk that contains habitat for one of only two small populations of the critically endangered and Victoria State Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act (FFGA)-listed Helmeted Honeyeater.  At the park, the team met with another DSE employee and volunteer who led them to feeding stations in a thick stand of tea tree along Diamond Creek where they observed nearly a dozen of these rare birds.  The BAER team discovered that the advance of the fire had stopped just 300 meters from this occupied habitat, and that none of the honeyeaters from this population were lost to the fire. 
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