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Sunday, 09/04/2011, 9:00 a.m.      


For Immediate Release

	
	Granite Pass 1 Fire
Facts at a Glance
	

	Size:  Approximately 350 acres
	Cause: Lightning
	Date Started:  08/25/2011
	Percent Containment:  95%

	Personnel Assigned: (303 Total)    3 T1 Hotshot Crews, 5 T2 Handcrews, taskforce leaders, overhead
	Equipment Assigned:  1 Dozer, 2 Water Tenders, 4 engines
	Aircraft Assigned:  None 

	Cooperating Agencies: Lolo National Forest


Rick Kusicko’s Type II Northern Rockies Incident Management Team began managing the Granite Pass 1 Fire on Tuesday, August 30th. The Incident Command Post for the fire has been located at White Sands Campground.
Crews and equipment continue to make great headway on improving containment lines around the Granite Pass 1 Fire perimeter. Operations Section Chief Roger Staats told crews “we want to make sure this thing is pretty much ‘put to bed’ before we return fire management back to the local District.” Although previously unburned islands of fuel within the fire’s perimeter will continue to burn and smolder, mop up operations continue along the fire perimeter and are slowly moving inwards. Some containment lines are secure enough that fire managers will begin patrol status in those areas. 

Containment and mop up have been successful enough that the Type II Incident Management Team will return management of the fire back to the Powell Ranger District at 06:00 a.m., Monday, September 5th. Although many of the crews and equipment from the fire will be demobilized, two handcrews and some engines will continue to staff the fire for some time, to ensure the continued mop up progresses smoothly. 
This will be the last posted daily update for the Granite Pass 1 Fire unless significant fire activity occurs. Until Monday, September 5th, you can continue to contact Granite Pass 1 Fire Information Officer, Jennifer Costich, at 208-942-9003 or granitepassfire@gmail.com. 

Two other fires in the general vicinity of the Granite Pass 1 Fire continue to burn in the backcountry- the Cayuse Fire and the Storm Fire. Both of these fires are considered “Wildfires burning for Resource Benefit.” The Cayuse Fire is west/northwest of the Granite Pass 1 Fire and Highway 12 in the Cayuse Creek drainage and is approximately 250 acres. The Storm Fire is south of Highway 12 in the Storm Creek drainage and is approximately 650 acres. Smoke from these fires continues to be visible from Highway 12 and other Forest Service Roads in the area (particularly on hot, sunny days). Some road and trail closures are in effect related to these fires, as well. 
For further fire information regarding fires on the Powell Ranger District, contact Fire Management Officer, Greg Jacobson, 208-942-0306 or the Front Desk at 208-942-3113. For fire information regarding fires throughout the Clearwater/Nez Perce National Forests, please contact Laura Smith at 208-983-5143.

Road, Trail, and Area Closures:  Road closures are in effect surrounding the Granite Pass 1 fire, including: Crooked Fork Contour Road 595: from the junction of U.S. Highway 12 at Lolo Pass to the end of the road; and E. Fork Crooked Fork #1 Road 75521: From the junction of Crooked Fork Contour Road 595 to Idaho/Montana Stateline. Trail 35 has been closed, from the junction of FSR595 (at or near Crooked or Hopeful Creeks), north and then east to the Idaho/ Montana Stateline. Trail 248 (connector trail) is closed between Trail 35 and Trail 508, due to fire activity. In addition, the White Sands Campground is currently under an area closure, due to fire support activities.
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