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For Immediate Release

	
	Granite Pass 1 Fire
Facts at a Glance
	

	Size:  Approximately 400 acres
	Cause: Lightning
	Date Started:  08/25/2011
	Percent Containment:  est. 10%

	Personnel Assigned: 3 T1 Hotshot Crews, 4 T2 Handcrews, taskforce leaders, equipment bosses, overhead
	Equipment Assigned:  1 Dozer, 2 Skidders, 2 Skidgeons, 1 Feller/Buncher, 1 Excavator, 1 Water Tender, 3 T6 engines
	Aircraft Assigned:  1 T2 Helicopter (assigned to incident); 2 T2 and 1T3 Helicopters (shared resources)

	Cooperating Agencies: Lolo National Forest


The Granite Pass 1 Fire began on August 25th as a result of lightning. Easterly winds on Sunday enabled the fire to spot across containment lines that had been constructed adjacent to Forest Service roads in the area. Once spots became established, the fire made some short runs upslope. Thus far, crews have been able so far to stop the fire’s northwesterly spread near Granite Pass. 
Monday, Rick Kusicko’s Type II, Northern Rockies, Incident Management Team started shadowing local fire operations staff and will be taking over management of the fire at 06:00a.m., Tuesday, August 30th. The Team will establish an Incident Command Post at White Sands Campground, near Powell Ranger District.
Operations Section Chief Roger Staats summed Monday’s fire conditions by saying, “The cooler moist weather today enabled crews to get a ‘toehold’ on the fire, but we’re not out of the woods yet. By the end of the day temperatures were increasing and fuel moistures were again drying…” Although crews have made considerable progress on line construction around the fire, subalpine fir forest type and heavy fuels in the fire area continue to make long-range spotting a concern. 
Tuesday, crews will continue to work on mopping up spot fires outside of handlines and will work to strengthen existing containment lines. Southwesterly winds are expected Tuesday afternoon and Red Flag warnings are in effect on the Montana side of the fire, so crews will need to remain vigilant against the potential for spot fires.

Updates regarding the Granite Pass 1 Fire will be posted to www.inciweb.org. 
Road and Area Closures:  Road closures are in effect surrounding the Granite Pass 1 fire, including: Crooked Fork Contour Road 595: from the junction of U.S. Highway 12 at Lolo Pass to the end of the road; and E. Fork Crooked Fork #1 Road 75521: From the junction of Crooked Fork Contour Road 595 to Idaho/Montana Stateline. In addition, the White Sands Campground is currently under an area closure, due to fire support activities.
Special Messages: A temporary flight restriction (TFR) of a five mile radius remains in place over the Granite Pass 1 Fire. For a map and information regarding the TFR see www.aeroplanner.com.  
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For Granite Pass 1 Fire Information, contact:  Jennifer Costich at granitepassfire@gmail.com or (208) 942-0321

