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For Immediate Release

	
	Granite Pass 1 Fire
Facts at a Glance
	

	Size:  Approximately 350 acres
	Cause: Lightning
	Date Started:  08/25/2011
	Percent Containment:  70%

	Personnel Assigned: (337 Total)    4 T1 Hotshot Crews, 6 T2 Handcrews, taskforce leaders, equipment bosses, overhead
	Equipment Assigned:  1 Dozers, 2 Skidgeons,      1 Excavator, 6 Water Tenders, 8 engines
	Aircraft Assigned:  1 T2 Helicopter 

	Cooperating Agencies: Lolo National Forest


Tuesday, August 30th, Rick Kusicko’s Type II Northern Rockies Incident Management Team began managing the Granite Pass 1 Fire. The Incident Command Post for the fire has been established at White Sands Campground.
Crews and equipment continue to make great headway on improving containment lines around the Granite Pass 1 Fire perimeter. Operations Section Chief Roger Staats reiterated that “There are still some real hot spots” on the southwestern edge of the fire and one new small spot fire was found Thursday, so the mop up mission of “seek and destroy” will continue. 
Fire Behavior Analyst Bill Wilkinson encouraged firefighters to be watching for spot fires because high winds (predicted Friday) and warmer temperatures through the weekend could be a “real test for the fire containment lines.” If firelines continue to hold through predicted warmer, drier conditions, demobilization of many of the fire’s resources will begin.

Wednesday, crews worked efficiently to medivac an injured firefighter working on the fireline. The injury took place in conjunction with tree-falling operations, and although serious, the injury is non-life threatening. The firefighter’s family has been notified, and the firefighter is currently recovering.
Updates regarding the Granite Pass 1 Fire will be posted to www.inciweb.org. 
Road, Trail, and Area Closures:  Road closures are in effect surrounding the Granite Pass 1 fire, including: Crooked Fork Contour Road 595: from the junction of U.S. Highway 12 at Lolo Pass to the end of the road; and E. Fork Crooked Fork #1 Road 75521: From the junction of Crooked Fork Contour Road 595 to Idaho/Montana Stateline. Trail 35 has been closed, from the junction of FSR595 (at or near Crooked or Hopeful Creeks), north and then east to the Idaho/ Montana Stateline. In addition, the White Sands Campground is currently under an area closure, due to fire support activities.
Special Messages: A temporary flight restriction (TFR) of a five mile radius remains in place over the Granite Pass 1 Fire. For a map and information regarding the TFR see www.aeroplanner.com.  
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For Granite Pass 1 Fire Information, contact:  Jennifer Costich at granitepassfire@gmail.com or (208) 942-9003

