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HONEY PRAIRIE FIRE
Information


Media Advisory
5/16/2011


Strategic Firing Operations Planned in Okefenokee

Firefighters plan to conduct strategic firing operations along Highway 177, near Stephen C. Foster State Park.  The firing will take place mid-morning on Tuesday, May 17.  To assure public and firefighter safety, the Highway will be closed north of Sweetwater Bridge to the State Park.

The use of intentional firing must be carefully coordinated with expected weather and fire behavior.  It is intended to secure the North edge of the fire and to assure protection of infrastructure at the Stephen C. Foster State Park.  In this instance firefighters will employ aerial ignition using a helicopter-mounted ignition device and hand ignition around sensitive areas in close proximity to the park structures.   This operation is expected to produce a significant column of smoke visible from surrounding areas.  Due to good atmospheric conditions the smoke will dissipate rapidly and should not produce any negative impacts on surrounding communities.

For further information or to arrange a media tour please contact the Honey Prairie Fire Joint Information Center at (904) 259-4688 or honeyprairiefire@gmail.com.  Media representatives who wish to visit the operation will be required to wear leather boots with traction soles.
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