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As of Saturday, May 14, 2011 landowners, and their properly permitted guests, will be allowed to enter the established closure area for the purpose of accessing their private property along designated trails. Travel should be during daylight hours only, from 7:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m.

The closure remains in place to those permitted ORV visitors seeking recreational access.

Landowners, and their guests, will need to present their Access Special Use Permit upon entering.  For safety reasons, security personnel will be assigned to the Oasis, Monroe North, Concho Billie and Windmill Tram access gates and will issue backcountry permits to landowners entering the closed area associated with the fire.

Those landowners wanting to access the closed area at Skillet North, Burns Lake or Turner River North should make arrangements by calling 239-695-1205.

All gates providing access to the closed area have been equipped with new lock combinations.  Fire security personnel will provide access through the gates between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Landowners requiring access outside of these hours may contact Everglades Dispatch at 800-788-0511 to arrange for a fire security officer to open gates.

Landowners should exercise due care while traveling in the Preserve or working on their property. We are currently experiencing red flag conditions which are predicted to continue into next week.  Thunderstorms are also forecasted over the next several days. These bring the possibility of new lightning caused fires and strong winds to spread them.

It is recommended that, in addition to assessing the current condition of properties, landowners may take advantage of this opportunity to conduct efforts to reduce fuels on their private property to make them "fire safe".  For more information go to - http://www.fl-dof.com/wildfire/firewise_your_home.html

Due to current red flag fire conditions, the Florida Division of Forestry will not issue burn permits at this time.

For more information and questions please contact 239-695-1117 or 1205 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Bob DeGross
Big Cypress National Preserve
Chief of Interpretation and Public Affairs

33100 Tamiami Trail East
Ochopee, FL 34141
239-695-1107 office; 239-695-2259 fax

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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