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http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2gjc/
Expect Smoke for the Next Several Days
Contacts:  Sig Palm or Andrea Holland:  303-947-8684
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Rifle, CO (July 18, 2010) – Communities impacted by smoke from the Meadow Creek Fire will likely continue to see and smell smoke in the next several days.  Smoke will be heaviest in low lying areas along Main and East Elk Creeks and in the New Castle area during night time and early morning hours.  
Everyone is cautioned to avoid strenuous work or exercise outdoors during smoke events.  

People sensitive to smoke are encouraged to remain indoors and shut their windows during those times.  If you are particularly sensitive to smoke and do not have air conditioning, you may want to stay with friends or family who do or leave the area until conditions improve.

Smoke is expected to disperse during daytime hours particularly mid to late afternoon when winds pick up.  During these times, residents are encouraged to “air out” their homes to reduce indoor air pollution.  

Residents can use the following table to assess their risk from smoke.  Developed by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality's Wildfire Natural Events Action Plan, this table is used by air quality meteorologists at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment to address public awareness of fire risks, including smoke.
	Air Quality Category
(AQI)
	1-Hr PM2.5 
(µg/m3)2
	Visibility
(miles)3

	Good
	0.0 - 40.0
	10 or more miles

	Moderate
	40.1 - 80.0
	5-10 miles

	Sensitive Groups
	80.1 - 175.0
	3-5 miles

	Unhealthy
	175.0 - 300.0
	1.5 - 3 miles

	Very Unhealthy
	300.1 - 500.0
	1. - 1.5 miles

	Hazardous
	≥500.1
	≤1 mile


More information regarding smoke and its impacts on public health can be found on the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment website at http://www.colorado.gov/airquality/wildfire.aspx.
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