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Smoke Jumpers Respond to Two Fires on the White River National Forest

Contacts:  Pat Thrasher	970-945-3237 (office)
                                          	970-366-0039 (cell)
                   David Boyd	970-876-9008 (office)
			     	970-319-4130 (cell) 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Grand Junction, CO (June 30, 2010) – On Monday, July 28, firefighters from the Upper Colorado River Interagency Fire Management Unit (UCR) responded to two fires in the upper reaches of the Main Elk Creek on the Rifle Ranger District of the White River National Forest.  Due to the steep and very rocky terrain with very difficult access, smoke jumpers based out of Grand Junction were called to the Meadow Creek and Deep Creek Point fires.

According to UCR Central Zone Fire Management Officer (FMO) Russell Long, “Both of these fires are the result of a lightning storm that passed through the area on Saturday, June 26.  They are burning in fir and oak brush fuels.  There are no structures or other improvements threatened by either fire.”

Because these fires are a result of lightning and are not threatening any structures, officials have decided to manage both for resource objectives.  In discussing the situation, Tom Matza, Range Specialist for the Rifle Ranger District, said, “Because of their location and the fuel type, we can use these fires to improve habitat for bighorn sheep.  We will use natural barriers such as rock outcroppings and vegetation patterns to contain the fires.”

FMO Long commented that, “As we continue to manage these fires over the next few days, they may from time to time put up smoke that will be visible from the Silt and New Castle area as well as along I-70 corridor from New Castle to Rifle.”

Information about fire activity in the UCR may be obtained by calling 970-244-3104 where information is updated twice a day or more frequently as conditions warrant.
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