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Fern Lake Fire Now 30% Contained; Investigators Look for Help from the Community

Estes Park, CO – More than 100 firefighters and crew worked through the weekend to establish containment lines. Their efforts, along with recent precipitation, are leading to progress. The smoldering, 673 acre Fern Lake Fire is now 30% contained.
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While crews continue their efforts, investigators are trying to determine how and where this fire ignited. If you were in the vicinity of the Cub Lake Trail and/or the Fern Lake Trail any time before 2 p.m. October 9, the day the fire was first reported, you may have pertinent information. If you saw anything unusual or noteworthy, investigators would like to talk with you. You can contact the National Park Service to share your information at 970-586-1399.

The Fern Lake Fire continues to be managed with a full suppression strategy. Top priorities of park management and fire officials include keeping the fire within park boundaries and the safety of visitors and firefighters. In the wake of reduced fire activity and increased fire containment, some firefighting resources and crews were released Sunday. More resources are expected to be released today. Two fire engines, 98 personnel, and one light helicopter are currently assigned to the fire. These crews will continue to patrol and scout the area. Increasingly gusty winds are expected in the coming days, and minimal fire spread is possible.

Upper Beaver Meadows Road and Moraine Park Campground are closed. Bear Lake Road has reopened, but Fern Lake Road is still closed. To ensure visitor safety and to protect park resources, all trails and areas accessed from north and west (right side) of Bear Lake Road remain closed, including the Cub Lake Trail, Fern Lake Trail, Hollowell Park Trail, Bierstadt Trail, Bear Lake to Fern Lake Trail, and all trails south of Trail Ridge Road, including Ute Trail. Flattop Trail is open, but access is closed to Fern Lake and Bierstadt trails. Hikers may still access Nymph, Emerald and Dream lakes. Three to five foot snow drifts have temporarily closed Trail Ridge Road at Many Parks Curve on the east side and Colorado River Trailhead on the west side. 

Violation of any closure notice will result in citation and fine up to $500.

Additional information about this fire can be found at www.inciweb.org, or by calling (970) 586-1381. New information will be released as it becomes available. Photos of the fire can be viewed and downloaded at http://goo.gl/TrhaK.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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