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Emergency Watershed Protection
Fact Sheet

The Program -- The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is authorized in emergency
situations (under Section 216 of Public Law 81-56) to direct money and technical assistance to landowners
to treat land within watersheds.

Purpose -- The funds, administered by NRCS, are to relieve imminent hazards to life and property caused
by fire, floods, earthquakes, or other natural disasters.

Type of Assistance -- Emergency watershed protection consists of installing or repairing conservation
measures that control flooding and prevent soil erosion, as needed to protect life and property from floods,
drought, and erosion. The program is applicable in any watershed impaired by a natural occurrence.

Eligible Conservation Measures -- Any conservation measure is eligible that, by controlling runoff,
prevents flooding and soil erosion, thereby reducing the threat to life and property. Generally, more than
one individual should stand to benefit from the construction or repair of the measure.

Cost-sharing -- Federal funds may cover 75 percent of the construction cost of eligible emergency
measures.

Eligibility -- Public or private landowners, land managers, land users, or others who have a legal interest in
or responsibility for the values threatened by a watershed emergency are eligible to receive assistance
under the Emergency Watershed Protection program. Applicants who do not have sufficient funds or other
resources to provide relief from the hazard(s) are eligible. Applicants must be represented by a project
sponsor.

Sponsors -- Federal agencies could be sponsors. Other sponsors could be any legal subdivision of state
or local government. Sponsors must have legal authority and must agree to use the authority to obtain land
rights, water rights, and permits. Sponsors must agree to operate and maintain the completed emergency
measures. Sponsors may provide their share of construction cost in the form of cash, in-kind services such
as labor, equipment, etc., or a combination of cash and in-kind services.

Where to Get Help -- If you think you may qualify for assistance under the Emergency Watershed
Protection Program, contact the NRCS office serving your county. NRCS offices are listed in telephone
directories under "U.S. Government, Department of Agriculture.”

“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, efc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET
Center at 202-720-2600 (Voice and TDD). To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, US
Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).
USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer.



