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Medano Fire

	June 21, 2010, 9 a.m.


	


Fire Size Today:  
4713 acres, up 172 acres from yesterday
179 Firefighters Assigned:  5 hand crews, 7engines and 2 helicopters.  
Weather:  Red flag warnings for dry wind continue into the week.
Closures:  Some trails and roads near the fire only.  Details at inciweb.org. Sand Dunes Park is open. 
Location:  Sangre de Cristos Mountains, 25 miles NE of Alamosa CO and 15 miles W of Westcliffe, CO

Started:  6/6/10, lightning

Management:  Bill Hahnenberg’s Incident Management Team in support of the National Park Service and United States Forest Service
	Community meetings: 
· Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Gardner Community Center

· Wednesday at 7 p.m. at Cliff Lanes in Westcliffe

Objectives for managing the Medano Fire are to:

-  Provide for firefighter and public safety.

-  Ensure protection of values at risk.

-  Ensure fire remains within the planning area.

-  Accomplish resource management objectives.

-  Be cost-effective and efficient.

The fire is burning in an area where eventual fire is both inevitable and overdue.  Strategy focuses on careful risk management.  More information about this fire’s strategy is available on Inciweb.

Yesterday an additional 50 firefighters joined the group working on the Medano fire, including an additional hand crew.  Crews working on the east side of the fire continue to assess and prepare defensible space around a communications site, homes, and other buildings.  On the west side they removed trees across the Medano Pass Road.  Both groups’ work continues today.

Long-range planning for the fire is well underway.  Probabilities of fire spread is various directions are being evaluated based on maps of vegetation, decades of weather records, computer models, and judgment of experienced local fire managers.  Response plans to be implemented if needed include building-by-building protection plans.  The fire’s likely effects on the land ahead of the fire are also considered.


	Incident Information:  www.Inciweb.org

To receive daily updates, send your email address to medanofire@gmail.com.


