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The literature of emergency watershed rehabilitation contains terms from hydrological, ecological and fire science disciplines. For clarity the terms used in this manuscript are defined below.
Allelopathy: Inhibition of competing plant growth by exudation of naturally produced, phytotoxic biochemicals.
Annuals (Annual Plants): Plant that completes its growth and life cycle in one growing season.
Ash-bed Effect: Stimulation of plant growth caused by the sudden availability of fire-mineralized plant nutrients contained in ash residues from a fire.
Armored Ford Crossing: Road crossing of a perennial or ephemeral stream at or near the existing cross-section gradient that is generally constructed of large rocks capable of bearing the weight of the vehicles and resisting transport by the stream.
Armoring: Protective covering, such as rocks, vegetation or engineering materials used to protect stream banks, fill or cut slopes, or drainage structure outflows from flowing water.
BAER: Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation.
Best Management Practices: Preferred activities which minimize impacts on soil, water, and other resources.
Burn Severity: Qualitative and quantitative measure of the effects of fire onsite resources such as soil and vegetation. Fire intensity contributes to severity but does not alone define it.
Chaparral: Shrub-dominated evergreen vegetation type abundant in low- to mid-level elevations in California and the Southwest.
Channel Clearing: Removal of woody debris from channels by heavy equipment or cable yarding.
Channel Loading: Sediment inputs into ephemeral or perennial stream channels.
Check Dam: Small structure in zero or first order channels made of rocks, logs, plant materials, or geotextile fabric designed to stabilize the channel gradient and store a small amount of sediment.
Contour-Felled Logs: System for detaining runoff and sediment on slopes by felling standing timber (snags) along the contour, delimbing and anchoring the logs, and backfilling to create small detention basins. Also known as contour felling, contour log terraces, log erosion barriers (LEBs). In some regions, contour-felling describes only felling the standing timber in the direction of the contour but not anchoring or backfilling.
Contour Trenching: Construction of trenches on slope contours to detain water and sediment transported by water or gravity downslope generally constructed with light equipment.
Cross Drain: A ditch relief culvert or other structure or shaping of a road surface designed to capture and remove surface water flow.
Culvert Overflow: Specially designed sections of roadway that allow for overflow of relief culverts or cross-drain culverts without compromising the integrity of the road surface.
Culvert Riser: Vertical extension of culvert on the uphill side to create a small pond for detaining sediment.
Culvert Upgrading: Replacing existing culverts with large diameter ones. May also include armoring of inlet and outlet areas.
Debris Avalanche: Mass failure of variably sized slope segments characterized by the rapid downhill movement of soil and underlying geologic parent material.
Debris Basin: Specially engineered and constructed basin for storing large amounts of sediment moving in an ephemeral stream channel.
Debris Clearing: See Channel Clearing.
Design Storm: Estimate of rainfall amount and duration over a particular drainage area. Often used in conjunction with the design storm return period, which is the average number of years within which a given hydrological event is equaled or exceeded (i.e., 5-year return period).
Ditch Maintenance: Various maintenance activities to maintain or restore the capacity of ditches to transport water. Activities include sediment and woody debris removal, reshaping, and armoring.
Dry Ravel: Downhill movement of loose soil and rock material under the influence of gravity and freeze-thaw processes.
Ephemeral Stream or Channel: Drainage way which carries surface water flow only after storm events or snow melt.
Energy Dissipater: Rock, concrete, or impervious material structure which absorbs and reduces the impact of falling water.
Erosion: Detachment and transport of mineral soil particles by water, wind, or gravity
Fire Intensity: Rate at which fire is producing thermal energy in the fuel-climate environment in terms of temperature, heat yield per unit mass of fuel, and heat load per unit area.
Fire Severity: See Burn Severity.
Forb: Herbaceous plant other than grasses or grass like plants.
Gabion: A woven galvanized wire basket sometimes lined with geotextiles and filled with rock, stacked or placed to form an erosion resistant structure.
Geotextile (Geowebbing): Fabric, mesh, net, etc. made of woven synthetic or natural materials used to separate soil from engineering material (rocks) and add strength to a structure.
Grade Stabilizer: Structure made of rocks, logs, or plant material installed in ephemeral channels at the grade of the channel to prevent downcutting.
Ground Seeding: See Seeding.
Hand Trenching: Contour trenching done manually rather than mechanically.
Hydrophobic Soil: See Water Repellency.
In-channel Felling: Felling of snags and trees into stream channel to provide additional woody debris for trapping sediment.
Infiltration: Movement of rainfall into litter and the soil mantle.
Lateral Keying: Construction or insertion of log or rock check dam 1.5 to 3 ft (0.4 to 1.0 m) into stream or ephemeral channel banks.
Log Check Dam: See Check Dam.
Log Erosion Barriers (LEBS): see Contour-Felled
Log Terraces: See Contour-Felled Logs.
Mass Wasting: Movement of large amounts of soil and geologic material downslope by debris avalanches, soil creep, or rotational slumps.
Mg ha–1: Metric ton per hectare or megagram per hectare, equivalent to 0.45 tons per acre (0.45 t ac–1).
Monitoring: The collection of information to determine effects of resource management or specific treatments, used to identify changing conditions or needs.
Monitoring, Compliance: Monitoring done to assure compliance with Best Management Practices.
Monitoring, Effectiveness: Monitoring done to determine the effectiveness of a treatment in accomplishing the desired effect.
Monitoring, Implementation: Monitoring done to verify installation of treatment was accomplished as specified in installation instruction documents.
Mulch: Shredded woody organic material, grass, or grain stalks applied to the soil surface to protect mineral soil from raindrop impact and overland flow.
Mychorrhizae: Fungi which symbiotically function with plant roots to take up water and nutrients, thereby greatly expanding plant root systems.
Outsloping: Shaping a road surface to deflect water perpendicular to the traveled way rather than parallel to it.
Peakflow: Maximum flow during storm or snow melt runoff for a given channel.
Perennials (Perennial Plants): Plants that continue to grow from one growing season to the next.
Perennial Stream and Channel: Drainage ways in which flow persists throughout the year with no dry periods.
Plant Cover: Percentage of the ground surface area occupied by living plants.
Plant Species Richness: Number of plant species per unit area.
Re-bar: Steel reinforcing bar, available in various diameters, used to strengthen concrete or anchor straw bales and wattles.
Regreen: Commercially available sterile wheatgrass hybrid used to stabilize slopes immediately after a fire but not interfere with subsequent native plant recovery.
Relief Culvert: Conduit buried beneath road surface to relieve drainage in longitudinal ditch at the toe of a cut slope.
Return Interval: Probabilistic interval for recurrence (1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100 years etc.) of stormflow, rainfall amount or rainfall intensity.
Rill: Concentrated water flow path, generally formed on the surface of bare soil.
Riparian Area: Area alongside perennial or ephemeral stream that is influenced by the presence of shallow groundwater.
Ripping: See Tilling.
Risk: The chance of failure.
Rock Cage Dam: See Gabion or Check Dam.
Rolling Dip: Grade reversal designed into a road to move water off of short slope section rather than down long segment.
Rotational Slump: Slope failure characterized rotation of the soil mass to a lower angle of repose.
Runoff: Movement of water across surface areas of a watershed during rainfall or snowmelt events.
Sediment: Deposition of soil eroded and transported from locations higher in the watershed.
Sedimentation: Deposition of water, wind, or gravity entrained soil and sediment in surface depressions, side slopes, channel bottoms, channel banks, alluvial flats, terraces, fans, lake bottoms, etc.
Sediment Trap Efficiency: Percent of contour-felled log length showing accumulated sediment relative to available length of log. Or percent of sediment accumulated behind logs relative to available storage capacity of the logs. Or percent of sediment stored behind logs relative to sediment that was not  trapped and moved to the base of a hillslope.
Sediment Yield (Production): Amount of sediment loss off of unit area over unit time period usually expressed as tons ac–1 yr–1 or Mg ha–1 yr–1. 
Seeding: Application of plant seed to slopes by aircraft (Aerial Seeding or Broadcast Seeding), or by ground equipment or manually (Ground Seeding).
Silt Fence: Finely woven fabric material used to detain water and sediments.
Slash Spreading: Dispersal of accumulations of branches and foliage over wider areas.
Slope Creep: Slow, downhill movement of soil material under the influence of gravity.
Soil/Site Productivity: Capability of a soil type or site to produce plant and animal biomass in a given amount of time.
Soil Wettability: See Water Repellency.
Storm Duration: Length of time that a precipitation event lasts.
Storm Magnitude: Relative size of precipitation event.
Storm Patrol: Checking and cleaning culvert inlets to prevent blockage during storm runoff.
Straw Bale Check dam: Check dam made of straw or hay bales often stacked to provide additional storage capacity. Designed to store sediment and/or prevent downcutting.
Straw Wattle: Woven mesh netting (1 ft diameter by 6 to 20 ft in length, 0.3 m diameter by 1.8 m to 6.1 m in length) filled with straw or hay and sometimes seed mixes, used to trap sediment and promote infiltration.
Stream Bank Armoring: Reinforcing of streambank with rock, concrete, or other material to reduce bank cutting and erosion.
Streamflow: Movement of water in a drainage channel.
Temporary Fencing: Fencing installed on a grazing allotment or other unit to keep cattle or native ungulates out of burned area.
Tilling: Mechanical turning of the soil with a plow or ripping device. Often used to promote soil infiltration by breaking up water repellent soil layers.
Trash Rack: Barrier placed upstream of a culvert to prevent woody debris from becoming jammed into the inlet.
Ungulate: Herbivorous animals with hooves, e.g., cow, elk, deer, horses, etc.
Water Bar: Combination of ditch and berm installed perpendicular or skew to road or trail centerline to facilitate drainage of surface water; sometimes nondriveable and used to close a road.
Water Repellency: Tendency of soil to form a hydrophobic (water resistant) layer during fire that subsequently prevents infiltration and percolation of water into the soil mantle.
Watershed: An area or region bounded peripherally by ridges or divides such that all precipitation falling in the area contributes to its watercourse.
Water Yield: Total runoff from a drainage basin.
