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Six Rivers National Forest lightning fires – Daily Update
	Incident/Complex
	Acres
	Percent Contained
	Personnel
	Crews
	Engines
	Heli
	Structures Lost
	Evacs
	Closures

	Gasquet Complex
	3,761
	23
	654
	7
	52
	4
	0
	No
	Trails/Roads

	Nickowitz Fire
	2,257
	53
	343
	9
	19
	3
	0
	No
	

	River Complex
	37,165
	18
	699
	10
	64
	3
	0
	Yes
	Roads

	Mad River Complex
	22,807
	60
	1,353
	14
	146
	4
	4
	Yes
	Roads

	Route Complex
	27,801
	28
	915
	11
	95
	4
	2
	No
	Roads

	Totals
	93,791
	
	3,964
	51
	376
	18
	6
	
	



EUREKA, California, August 16, 2015, 10 AM – Firefighters continue to battle multiple wildfires, sparked by lightning more than two weeks ago, on the Six Rivers National Forest.
With bow hunting season upon us, please be aware that there are forest and road closures throughout popular hunting areas. Areas are closed to provide for public safety, due to the presence of fire, hot spots, burned and weakened trees that may fall, underground fire in tree roots, and fire and equipment on the road. In addition, there may be other areas near closure areas that are not officially closed, but that may be hazardous.
· Gasquet Complex – Gasquet Ranger District: There are six fires on the Gasquet Complex—Bear, Coon, Peak, Summit, Williams and Feeder—totaling 3,192 acres, with 29 percent containment and 653 personnel. Temperatures are expected to increase over the next couple days due to a building ridge of high pressure, causing temperatures to rise into the high 80s to low 90s, with relative humidity possibly dropping to 20 to 30 percent. Despite the higher temperatures, fire behavior is expected to remain moderate, due to a persistent inversion layer prohibiting hotter, drier air to contact the fire front.
While heavier and live fuels are becoming more involved in fire spread, low-intensity fires continue to back into the draws and surrounding creek bottoms. Riparian corridors in the wet bottoms are also helping to reduce and limit fire activity.
-more-


Closures: Forest closures are in effect until the Gasquet Complex is declared out. Order 10-15-04 is a closure for the South Kelsey Trail, Summit Trail, and the Gasquet-Orleans Road (FS Road 15). Previous closures remain in effect for the Bear Basin Lookout, Island Lake Trailhead, and Doe Flat Trailhead. The forest requests that visitors avoid the Gunbarrel Trail.
· Nickowitz Fire – Orleans Ranger District: The Nickowitz Fire is 2,257 acres, with 53 percent containment and 343 personnel. On Saturday, with the help of favorable weather conditions, crews were able to keep the Nickowitz Fire within existing containment lines on the north, east, and southeast side of the fire. Firefighters also successfully conducted planned burning operations on the south side of the fire. The fire had minimal growth on Saturday, during both the day and evening shifts. This morning, management of the fire was transferred to Northern California Incident Management Team (IMT) 1 led by Incident Commander Jay Kurth.
The Nickowitz Fire is mostly within the heavily timbered Siskiyou Wilderness, which has exceptionally steep and hazardous conditions that make fireline construction difficult. Most of the area has not experienced a large fire since 1927, and like most of California’s forests, has been affected by multiple years of drought. The highest priority is firefighter safety. The forest, tribal representatives, and the IMT continue to work in close coordination during suppression operations.
· River Complex – Lower Trinity Ranger District: The three fires on the River Complex have burned 37,165 acres, with 18 percent containment and 699 personnel. Fire activity on the northeast and southeast flanks of the fires increased yesterday, due to warmer temperatures and reduced humidity. Smoke lifted late in the afternoon, allowing helicopters to make multiple water drops in the active areas.
Due to poor relative-humidity recovery and warmer temperatures, the fire remained active overnight. Crews continued to improve and hold lines on the western side of the complex. Personnel stayed in the community of Denny to strengthen point protection, putting in line around the northeast and west edges of town.
Today, crews and equipment will work on constructing contingency lines in the French Creek area to prevent the southeast spread of the fire. In the Ironside Mountain area, firefighters are establishing line along FS Road 5N18.
Closures and Evacuations: The Trinity County Sheriff’s Department’s mandatory evacuations are in effect for Denny, Dailey, Hoboken and Bell Flat areas. A hard road closure is in effect on Denny Road, at the junction of FS Road 7N26 at Onion Saddle.
Forest area trail and road closures are in effect on the Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity national forests. For more information on these closures, visit http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/4431/26432/.
· Mad River Complex – Mad River Ranger District: The three fires on the Mad River Complex have burned 22,807 acres, with 60 percent containment and 1,353 personnel.
-more-

Last night, crews on the Pickett Fire (10,552 acres, 50 percent contained) conducted defensive firing operations south of Highway 36, near Granite Canyon. The goal is to finish that operation today to prevent the fire from reaching Highway 36. Since many large rocks and trees are rolling onto Highway 36, posing a safety hazard, the highway remains closed to the public. Smoke is expected to linger over the area throughout the day, likely preventing helicopters from supporting firefighters. On the southwest side of the fire, along Lower Mad River Road, firefighters will patrol the perimeter.
Although residents may see smoke coming from the interior of the Gobbler Fire (8,287 acres, 100 percent contained), the containment line is secure. Crews will continue to monitor and patrol the fire’s perimeter to ensure that it remains secure. Crews will also be removing equipment, hose, and trash from the firelines. The suppression-rehabilitation process has begun, with a road grader improving roads south of the fire.
Last night, the Lassic Fire (3,968 acres, 24 percent contained) was not very active. The fire has not spread north out of the Blanket Creek drainage. Today, crews will continue constructing fireline on the west side in the Little Van Duzen River drainage.
Today will be hot and dry with temperatures in the 90s, and the relative humidity could drop into the teens. These are the warmest and driest conditions in the area since the fire started, which could lead to increased fire activity. Fire behavior will be minimal in smoke-shaded areas.
Evacuations and Closures: The Van Duzen Road and Lower Mad River Road are now open to all traffic. Firefighters are still working along these roads, so please slow down when you are in the fire area.
Residents in the Forest Glen area remain under a mandatory evacuation order. Residents in the Swayback Ridge area remain under an evacuation advisory.
Due to continued fire activity in the Ruth Lake area, the Forest Glen area, and the Mt. Lassic Wilderness, many Forest Service roads and campgrounds remain closed (http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/4436/26990/).
A hard closure (no one allowed to travel, including residents) remains in effect for Highway 36, which is closed from South Fork Mountain Summit (mile marker 9.29) east to Lower Rattlesnake Road (mile marker 22). Forest Route 23 is closed from Highway 36 to Cedar Gap. FS Road 2S02 is closed from Forest Route 23 west to FS Road 2S54.
· Route Complex – Mad River Ranger District: The two fires of the Route Complex—Buck and Johnson—have burned 27,801 acres, with 28 percent containment and 915 personnel. The Johnson Fire has burned 26,154 acres, with 23 percent containment; and the Buck Fire has burned 1,647 acres, with 100 percent containment. The Chance Fire is now part of the Johnson Fire and will not be reported separately.
Crews continued burnout operations and additional line construction on the south end. The majority of the east side of the fire near Hyampom is in patrol status while direct attack is planned on a small section. Crews continue structure protection in the Hyampom area. Crews continue to improve containment lines along the western portion of the Johnson Fire for a planned burnout.
-more-
When the inversion lifts, hotter and drier conditions are forecast with temperatures in the 90s and humidity in the mid-teens. This weather trend is expected to continue for the next several days. These conditions would meet the criteria for significant fire growth.
Closures and Evacuations: Hyampom area road closures include the Skunk Ranch area, the end of Kerlin Creek Road (mandatory evacuation), Corral Bottom Road west of the intersection with Forest Route 16, continuing onto Forest Route 60 to the Four Corners area and the Castle Rock Area, which includes residences in the area of Underwood Mountain Road, Castle Rock and Hog Ranch including FS Roads 5N40, 5N07 and 5N09, Big Lake, Hidden Lake, to FS Road 5N60 Road to Mill Creek Road.
Voluntary evacuations include St. Johns Road, Wintoon Flat, Waldorf Flat, Grel Ranch, Oak Flat and Manzanita Ranch area.
For public and firefighter safety, an area closure order has been implemented on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. A description of the closure area may be found at http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/4447/26507/.
Smoke has decreased visibility across the forest. Smoke conditions may limit visibility on local roads and highways. Motorists are urged to use caution when travelling in the forest due to the smoke hazard and the potential of firefighters working along the roadways.
Heavy smoke is also impacting air quality. The North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) recommends the public restrict outdoor activity. For air quality information and specific advisories, visit www.ncuaqmd.org.
Firefighter and public safety continues to be the highest priority. To date, there have been 17 minor firefighter injuries reported.
#
Newsroom: We plan on sending out one update a day. The evening updates will be consolidated by the Joint Information Center (JIC), in Redding. Each complex will continue to do their twice daily updates. For River Complex information, call (530) 276-8559; Route Complex, (707) 574-6865; Mad River Complex, (707) 574-6289; and Gasquet Complex (707) 925-3172.
For more information about the Six Rivers National Forest, visit us at www.fs.usda.gov/srnf, “like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/USFSSixRiversNF, or “follow” us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/SixRiversNF.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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