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Six Rivers National Forest lightning fires – Morning Update
	Incident/Complex
	Acres
	Percent Contained
	Personnel
	Crews
	Engines
	Heli
	Structures Lost
	Evacs
	Closures

	Gasquet Complex
	2,335
	9
	454
	5
	34
	3
	0
	No
	Trails/Roads

	Nickowitz Fire
	982
	17
	246
	7
	19
	0
	0
	No
	

	River Complex
	18,235
	12
	614
	10
	48
	3
	0
	Yes
	Roads

	Mad River Complex
	19,189
	35
	1,098
	14
	98
	4
	4
	Yes
	Roads

	Route Complex
	19,974
	15
	666
	9
	60
	4
	2
	No
	Roads

	Totals
	60,715
	
	3,078
	45
	259
	14
	6
	
	



EUREKA, California, August 10, 2015, 10 AM – Firefighters continue to battle multiple wildfires, sparked by lightning late last week, on the Six Rivers National Forest.
· Gasquet Complex – Gasquet Ranger District: There are six fires on the Gasquet Complex—Bear, Coon, Peak, Summit, Williams and Feeder—totaling 2,335 acres, with 9 percent containment and 454 personnel.
Low pressure from the Pacific will bring higher temperatures and lower relative humidity across the complex. A Red Flag Warning has been issued for the fire area. Southwest ridgetop winds are expected to reach as high as 25-30 miles per hour and should arrive midafternoon today and last through Tuesday.
Committed to the Gasquet Complex are 3 helicopters and 2 Single Engine Airtankers (SEATs). Air operations have been able to slow fire progression on several fires, using varying degrees of retardant in strategic locations across the complex.
Closures: A closure order has been issued for the Bear Basin Butte Lookout, Island Lake Trailhead, and Doe Flat Trailhead. The forest requests that visitors avoid the South Kelsey Trail, Summit Trail, the Gunbarrel Trail and the Gasquet-Orleans Road.
· Orleans Ranger District: The district has four fires (Sawtooth, Rough, Creek, and Nickowitz). The Sawtooth Fire, confirmed at 7 acres, is being patrolled by aircraft. Acres burned for the Rough and Creek fires are unavailable at this time.
-more-

The Nickowitz Fire is 982 acres and 17 percent contained. Overnight, there was some single-tree torching observed by the night shift. Today, firefighters will continue to construct direct and indirect fireline, continue burnout operations east on FS Road 14N02, and hold and mop up current containment lines. They will also scout two additional locations for line location.
Public Meeting: Tonight there will be a Nickowitz Fire public meeting in Orleans, at 6 PM, at the Karuk Department of Natural Resources, 37960 Highway 96.
· River Complex – Lower Trinity Ranger District: There are now three fires on the River Complex. The fires have burned 18,235 acres, with 12 percent containment and 614 personnel. Firefighters will be on alert today for possible extreme fire behavior as the area is under a Red Flag Warning for strong southern winds. Wind gusts up to 25 mph could occur on ridges. Portable weather stations (RAWS) are in place to help firefighters monitor changing conditions. Watchout situations include falling snags that could challenge containment lines. Other effects could be spotting and possible tree crowning. Plumes of smoke may be more visible today.
Today, firefighters will continue to construct and secure fireline, and provide structural defense for threatened communities. Air resources will continue to drop water and retardant on the fires, as long as wind and smoke conditions allow. The number of fire personnel assigned to the complex continues to increase with firefighters from 32 states assisting with the effort.
Closures: Forest area closures are in effect on the Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity national forests. For more information on these closures, visit http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/4431/26432/. A hard road closure (no travel allowed) is in effect on Denny Road at the junction of FS Road 7N26 at Onion Saddle.
Evacuations: The Trinity County Sheriff’s Department mandatory evacuations are still in effect for Denny, Dailey, Hoboken and Bell Flat areas due to increased fire activity.
Mad River Complex – Mad River Ranger District: The three fires on the Mad River Complex have burned 19,189 acres, with 35 percent containment and 1,098 personnel. Fire activity increased yesterday causing fire to spot across control lines in some locations and aided in burn out operations in others. Predicted winds could challenge existing containment lines over the next two days.
The Lassic Fire (2,043 acres) crossed Bear Creek yesterday and is expected to cross Blanket Creek soon. Firefighters were successful in containing spot fires across the line with aerial support. Today’s plan is to build dozer line outside of the wilderness ahead of the fire in preparation for future firing operations to limit fire spread to the north and east. Mandatory evacuations may occur.
On the Gobbler Fire (8,097 acres), the Mad River Hotshots will continue work around the Mad River Rock area to prevent the fire from spreading to the north. The fire is backing down towards the Lower West Side Road (FS Road 1S06). Burnout operations in the area are planned to secure the fireline on the eastern perimeter.
-more-
The Pickett Fire’s (9,049 acres) containment lines along the western perimeter of the fire are holding. Structure protection is in place for Forest Glen. Crews continue to work on a fire that spotted across the dozer line west of the area. Contingency plans are being developed to determine where future containment lines will be most successful. Mandatory evacuations may occur.
A Fire Weather Watch is in effect today through Tuesday. A strong low-pressure system off of the coast will bring a change in weather. Expect wind gusts in the 20-mph-range at higher elevations, increasing to 25 to 30 mph tonight and Tuesday. Temperatures are predicted in the 80s and relative humidity as low as 15%.
Evacuations: Advisory evacuations are in place for the Swayback Ridge area, and for residents along the Van Duzen Road (County Road 511) from the dump south to the intersection of the Ruth-Zenia Road (County Road 502). The Trinity County Sheriff issued a voluntary evacuation for residents in the Forest Glen area, which is on Highway 36 west of Trinity Pines. Residents around Ruth Lake are under a mandatory evacuation. The evacuation includes the Lower Mad River Road (County Road 501) from Highway 36 to the Three Forks Road and the southwest side of the lake from the Ruth-Zenia Road north to the Ruth Dam.
Closures: The Shasta-Trinity National Forest has issued a forest closure order that includes the area near Forest Glen that begins at the intersection of Highway 36 and Rattlesnake Road (FS Road 29N58) and continues west and south along Highway 36 to the intersection with the Shasta-Trinity National Forest boundary.
Highway 36 is under a hard closure from the community of Forest Glen to the junction with Van Duzen Road. A soft closure (residents with IDs allowed) is in effect on the Van Duzen Road from the junction of Highway 36 to the Ruth-Zenia Road, as well as on Lower Mad River Road from the junction with Highway 36 to the Flying AA Ranch.
Route Complex – Mad River Ranger District: The three fires of the Route Complex—Buck, Johnson, and Chance—have burned 19,974 acres, with 15 percent containment and 666 personnel assigned. A Fire Weather Watch has been issued across the entire fire area, with winds increasing throughout the day. Crews will continue to prepare lines along Pilot Ridge on the west side of the Johnson Fire in anticipation of burnout operations later this week. Crews will also re-engage along the southern flank of the Johnson Fire, where increased spotting forced them off the line yesterday.
Trees weakened by prolonged drought and fire present hazards to roads, crews and the fireline. A burning tree fell across the containment line on the Chance Fire, located on the northern end of the Complex, causing the fire to escape its containment line. Crews were able to control the spread and will further secure and mop-up the area today.
Yesterday the Buck Fire, just southeast of Mad River, saw increased fire activity within the containment lines as the day heated up. Crews will continue to reinforce those lines.
-more-

Closures: Forest Route 1 remains closed approximately 5 miles north of Highway 36 at FS Road 2N12. It is also closed north of the fire at FS Road 4N18. Highway 36 is under a hard closure from the junction with the Van Duzen Road east to the community of Forest Glen. The Van Duzen Road is under a soft closure from Browns Canyon south to the Ruth-Zenia road. The Lower Mad River Road from the junction with Highway 36 is also under a soft closure.
For public and firefighter safety, an area closure order has been implemented on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. A description of the closure area may be found at http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/article/4447/26507/. An area closure is expected for the Six Rivers National Forest early in the week.
Smoke has decreased visibility across the forest. Smoke conditions may limit visibility on local roads and highways. Motorists are urged to use caution when travelling in the forest due to the smoke hazard and the potential of firefighters working along the roadways.
Heavy smoke is also impacting air quality. The North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) recommends the public restrict outdoor activity. For air quality information and specific advisories, visit www.ncuaqmd.org.
Firefighter and public safety continues to be the highest priority. To date, there have been three minor firefighter injuries reported.
#
Newsroom: We plan on two updates during the day; one mid-morning and the other early evening. For River Complex information, call (530) 276-8559; Route Complex, (707) 574-6865; Mad River Complex, (707) 574-6289; and Gasquet Complex (707) 925-3172.
For more information about the Six Rivers National Forest, visit us at www.fs.usda.gov/srnf, “like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/USFSSixRiversNF, or “follow” us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/SixRiversNF.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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