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Six Rivers National Forest lightning fires – Evening Update
	Incident/Complex
	Acres
	Percent Contained
	Personnel
	Crews
	Engines
	Heli
	Structures Lost
	Evacs
	Closures

	Gasquet Complex
	1,143
	2
	355
	2
	23
	
	0
	No
	Trails/Roads

	Nickowitz Fire
	373
	45
	158
	3
	19
	
	0
	No
	

	River Complex
	12,524
	8
	581
	8
	3,647
	1
	0
	Yes
	Roads

	Mad River Complex
	17,041
	30
	1,086
	20
	105
	1
	4
	Yes
	Roads

	Route Complex
	16,362
	10
	438
	6
	28
	3
	0
	No
	Roads

	Totals
	47,443
	
	2,618
	32
	211
	5
	4
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]EUREKA, California, August 7, 2015, 9PM – Firefighters continue to battle multiple wildfires, sparked by lightning late last week, on the Six Rivers National Forest.
· Gasquet Complex – Gasquet Ranger District: There are six active fires (Bear, Coon, Peak, Summit, Williams and Feeder) totaling 1,143 acres, with 2 percent containment and 355 personnel assigned.
Today, there was no substantial growth of the fire perimeters. Several spot fires on the Coon Fire were contained by the rapid response of firefighters. The crews and resources are being utilized strategically on the complex’s multiple fires. Direct attack is taking place where it is feasible and safe. Otherwise, indirect attack is used where natural barriers and key features can be incorporated.
“Equipment and personnel from across the United States have arrived to assist with the suppression efforts. Resources from as far away as New Hampshire, Florida and Pennsylvania are now rolling into Gasquet,” said Gasquet District Ranger Dave Palmer.
Working in concert with local tribes, the forest and the incident management team have been able to identify important cultural areas and concerns that have been included into the strategic planning of the incident.
Closures: A closure order has been issued for the Bear Basin Butte Lookout, Island Lake Trailhead, and Doe Flat Trailhead. The forest requests that visitors avoid the South Kelsey Trail, Summit Trail, the Gunbarrel Trail and the Gasquet-Orleans Road.
-more-
· Orleans Ranger District: The district has seven fires. The Wooley Fire has burned 7 acres and is 100 percent contained. Smoke jumpers hiked out from the fire to the Wooley Creek Trailhead yesterday. The Nickowitz Fire is 373 acres and 45 percent contained. Crews continued mopping up today along FS Road 14N02 and building an indirect line from 14N02 down the ridge to Nickowitz Creek. The Sawtooth Fire was confirmed at 1 acre today. Acres burned for the Rough and Creek fires are unavailable at this time.
· River Complex – Lower Trinity Ranger District: There are five fires in the River Complex, which is burning on the Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers National Forests. The complex acreage is 12,524 acres and 8 percent containment with 581 personnel.
An inversion layer remained over the Happy Fire until late this afternoon. Firefighters took advantage of the resulting low fire behavior to construct and reinforce more line along the southwest side of the fire using dozers and controlled firing operations. They were also able to construct fireline on the east side of the fire south of Hoboken.
The Groves Fire became more active and put up a good head of smoke, in Horse Linto drainage, on the north side of the fire. Firefighters were able to use a helicopter to make water drops on the fire. The flare-up posed no danger to local communities. It will be monitored by firefighters assigned to night shift.
Closures: A forest closure order has been implemented to close the trails and road within the River Complex, on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, pursuant to 16USC 551 and 36 CFR 261.50(a). The order prohibits going into or being on forest lands within the River Complex. A hard road closure (no travel, including residents) is in effect on Denny Road, at the junction of Forest Road 7N26, at Onion Saddle.
Evacuations: Evacuations remain in place for communities in the New River drainage north of Trinity Village. There is a mandatory evacuation of the Denny, Dailey, Hoboken and Bell Flat areas, due to increased fire activity and limited resources to provide structure protection.
· Mad River Complex – Mad River Ranger District: There are currently four fires burning on the Mad River Complex, totaling 17,041 acres. The complex is 30 percent contained, with 1,086 personnel currently assigned to the incident. Today, firefighters made good progress in containment efforts on the fires in the Mad River Complex.
The Lassic and Swayback fires burning in the Mt. Lassic Wilderness have now burned 1,571 acres. Crews were successful in establishing containment line on the southeast corner of the fire. Construction of a dozer line towards Red Mountain will continue tomorrow.
The Gobbler Fire has burned 7,367 acres. The fire is backing down towards the Lower West Side Road (Forest Service (FS) Road 1S06). The burnout operation at the northern end of the fire was completed successfully. Engines continue to monitor fire conditions and watch for spot fires.
-more-
The Pickett Fire has burned 8,103 acres. Structure protection continues in the Forest Glen area. Fire managers are looking at options for containment lines on the east and northern flanks. The containment line on the west side of the fire is holding well.
The threat of thunderstorms in the area has diminished significantly. A high-pressure weather system is expected to move back into the area this weekend, bringing a return of hot, dry weather conditions.
Public Meetings: The Mad River and Route Complexes held a meeting today at 6 PM, at the USFS Ruth Guard Station for local residents only because of the road closures. Tomorrow, August 8, at 11 AM, they will hold an open public meeting, in Mad River, at the Lambs Christian Center, on Forest Route 1, which is outside the closure area.
Evacuations: The Trinity County Sheriff issued a voluntary evacuation today for residences in the Forest Glen area, which is on Highway 36 west of Trinity Pines. An advisory evacuation was issued for residents in the Swayback Ridge area. Residents around Ruth Lake are under a mandatory evacuation. The evacuation includes Lower Mad River Road (County Road 501) from Highway 36 to the Three Forks Road and the southwest side of the lake from Ruth-Zenia Road north to the Ruth Dam. Residents along the Van Duzen Road from the dump south to the intersection of the Ruth-Zenia Road are under an advisory evacuation.
Road closures: Highway 36 is under a hard closure from the junction with Lower Mad River Road east to the community of Forest Glen. The Van Duzen Road is under a soft closure (residents with IDs allowed to travel), from Browns Canyon Road south to Ruth-Zenia Road. The Lower Mad River Road, from the junction with Highway 36, is also under a soft closure.
· Route Complex – Mad River Ranger District: The fires of the Route Complex have burned 16,362 acres, with 10 percent containment and 438 personnel assigned.
The Tierney and Buck fires have combined and are now called the Buck Fire. The Johnson, Hitchcock, Blake, and Pelletreau (part of the South Complex, Shasta-Trinity National Forest) fires have burned together, and are now called the Johnson Fire.
Firefighters on the Buck Fire have nearly completed containment lines around the fire with a combination of dozers and hand crews. At the southeast end of the Johnson Fire, dozer lines have been constructed from Forest Route 1 to the south fork of the Trinity River to halt growth of the fire to the south and east. On the northwest side of the Johnson Fire, fire is backing towards FS Road 3N14. On the west side of the Johnson Fire, the fire is backing slowly in to Pilot Creek.
The Chance Fire at the northern most end of the Route Complex is close to full containment with dozer line nearly completed. At the Kerlin Fire, dozers constructed fire line between the fire and structures in the area.
Over the next few days, the area will experience a slight cooling trend with temperatures in the mid-70s and light winds through early next week. The relative humidity will be in the high 30s.
-more-
Public Meetings: The Mad River and Route Complexes held a meeting today at 6 PM, at the USFS Ruth Guard Station for local residents only because of the road closures. Tomorrow, August 8, at 11 AM, they will hold an open public meeting, in Mad River, at the Lambs Christian Center, on Forest Route 1, which is outside the closure area.
Road closures: Forest Route 1 remains closed approximately 5 miles north of Highway 36 at FS Road 2N12. It is also closed north of the fire at FS Road 4N18. Van Duzen Road is closed to non-residents, from Browns Canyon to junction with Ruth-Zenia Road (County Road 502). Highway 36 is closed on the east side at Forest Glen, and on the west side at Lower Mad River Road.
Smoke has decreased visibility across the forest. Smoke conditions may limit visibility on local roads and highways. Motorists are urged to use caution when travelling in the forest due to the smoke hazard and the potential of firefighters working along the roadways.
Heavy smoke from these fires is impacting the region. Unhealthy conditions are creating a health hazard. The North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) recommends the public restrict outdoor activity. Additional information on the smoke impacts may be found on the website at www.ncuaqmd.org.For air quality information and specific advisories, visit www.ncuaqmd.org.
Firefighter and public safety continues to be the highest priority. Firefighters remain vigilant of hazards such as falling trees, rolling rocks and low visibility.
To date, there have been three minor firefighter injuries reported.
#
Newsroom: We plan on two updates during the day; one mid-morning and the other early evening. For River Complex information, call (530) 276-8559; Route Complex, (707) 574-6865; and Mad River Complex, (707) 574-6289. The fire information number for the Gasquet Complex has yet to be established.
For more information about the Six Rivers National Forest, visit us at www.fs.usda.gov/srnf, “like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/USFSSixRiversNF, or “follow” us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/SixRiversNF.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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