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Air quality impacts continue to occur at about the same time within communities each day, although the intensity of those impacts has gradually incresed. Somes Bar, Hoopa, and Happy Camp experienced elevated levels of smoke in the early afternoon although air quality remained in the good to moderate range all day. Etna, Fort Jones, and Yreka experienced an increase in smoke in the early evening, bringing air quality down to the moderate range. Smoke from the Corral Complex, Butler Fire, and Salmon River Complex  combined to caused serious smoke impacts in Sawyers Bar, and Forks of Salmon throughout the day. 
Wednesday, August 14, 2013
Early morning smoke from the Corral Complex, Butler Fire, and Salmon River complex will impact the communities along state route 96, with Somes Bar getting into the unhealthy for sensitive groups range.  Orleans, Hoopa, and Willow Creek will be less impacted, maybe reaching the moderate range for a short period.  After experiencing elevated PM concentrations in the moderate range in the early morning hours, Etna, Ft. Jones, and Yreka will start to clear around 6:00 AM.  PM concentrations at Sawyers Bar reached the very unhealthy during the nighttime hours.  An approaching low pressure system will bring southwest transport winds to the area resulting in AQI levels in Etna, Ft. Jones, and Yreka that will reach moderate to unhealthy for sensitive groups and possibly as high as unhealthy for a good part of the day. The good news is the air quality in Willow Creek, Hoopa, Weitchpec , and Happy Camp will be much improved with AQI levels in the good range.
Thursday, August 15, 2013
Come Thursday morning the air quality from Willow Creek to Happy Camp will be in the good range with just some light haze. Air quality in Etna, Ft. Jones, and Yreka will be in the good level by 7:00 AM. The Salmon River drainage will experience poor nighttime air quality, in the unhealthy to very unhealthy levels.  By early afternoon smoke will start to roll into Etna and Ft. Jones reaching the moderate levels by mid-afternoon, and the unhealthy for sensitive groups for an hour or two in the late afternoon to early evening. 
Long-range outlook
Over the next couple of the days south to south-west transport winds will help to keep the air quality in the moderate range.  Towards the end of the week, the winds will weaken and switch to the east to north-northeast by Monday. With the weaker winds, atmospheric dispersion will decrease, reducing smoke transport, and increasing the chance for poor air quality.
Follow the links in the following table to view real-time air quality monitoring data for each site.
	

Site
	24-hour Average PM2.5
(µg/m3)
	3-hour Max PM2.5
(μg/mᵌ)
	
Level of Health Concern
	

Meaning
	

Actions to Protect Yourself
	
Forecast 
for Wed.,
Aug. 14, 2013

	Crescent City Gasquet
	8
7
	20
23
	Good
	Air quality is satisfactory and poses little or no health risk
	None
	Crescent City
Gasquet
Happy Camp

	Happy Camp
Yreka
Ft. Jones
Hoopa
Somes Bar
	16
22
31
16
21
	38
43
64
64
74
	Moderate
	Air quality is acceptable for most. There may be moderate health concern for a small number of sensitive people.
	Unusually sensitive people should consider reducing prolonged or heavy outdoor exertion.
	Hoopa
Weitchpec
Orleans


	
	
	
	Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups
	Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects.  The general public is not likely to be affected.
	People with heart or lung disease, children and older adults should reduce prolonged or heavy outdoor exertion.  Everyone else should limit prolonged or heavy exertion.
	Somes Bar
Yreka
Ft. Jones
Etna

	
	
	
	Unhealthy

	Everyone may begin to experience more serious health effects. 
	The following groups should avoid all physical outdoor activity: People with heart or lung disease, children and older adults.  Everyone else should avoid prolonged or heavy exertion.
	

	Sawyers Bar

	173
	352
	Very Unhealthy
	Triggers a health alert, meaning everyone may experience more serious health effects
	Everyone should avoid any outdoor exertion; people with respiratory or heart disease, the elderly and children should remain indoors.
	Sawyers Bar
Forks of Salmon



