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Fork Complex Evening Update
Tuesday, August 18, 2015

Date Started:  July 30, 2015	     Cause:  Lightning		Size:  35,097 acres	        Containment:  52%
Structures Destroyed:  Residences 8, other buildings 4		Firefighter injuries to date:  11
Total Personnel:  1,728
Fire Resources:  29 crews, 7 helicopters, 187 engines, 24 bulldozers, 21 water tenders

Fork Complex fires acres and containment:  Rail:  8,473, 96%; Shiell:  14,168, 33%; Barker:  3,272, 97%; Blue:  2,826, 96%; Peak:  6,269, 88%

Current Fire Situation:
Hotter and clearer weather today resulted in more active fire behavior. The Barker and Blue fires remained quiet today, with some smoke coming from the interior of Blue. Firefighters continue to address hot spots and reinforce containment lines as they near full containment on the Barker and Blue fires.

Suppression efforts are successfully holding containment lines on the northwest side of the Peak Fire in the Tule Creek drainage, along the north sides of the Peak, Rail and Shiell fires and on the south sides of the Peak and Rail fires. On the southeastern edge of the Rail Fire, crews continued to hold and strengthen containment lines northeast of Salt Gulch. Strategic firing operations are planned in the area tonight.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On the east side of the Shiell Fire, aircraft made retardant and water drops to address increased fire activity. Firefighters on the south side of Shiell continue working to build, improve and hold line, while suppressing spot fires. Tactical firing operations are planned to improve containment lines. The Fire remains within contingency lines.

Some crews assigned to the fire complex are timing out and availability of new resources has dropped as fire activity increases in other parts of the nation. California National Guard soldiers trained to fight wildfires arrived today to assist in firefighting efforts on the Fork Complex fires for a few days.

Tomorrow is the first day of class for local area schools. With fire and school traffic, please drive carefully!

Forest Closure Order #14-15-03 prohibits the public from going into or on National Forest System lands within the Fork Complex. Inquiries about the forest closure can be directed to the Shasta-Trinity National Forest at (530) 226-2500.

Some road closures have been changed, including Tule Creek Road, which is now closed from Butter Creek Road (3N08) to 7 Road. All voluntary evacuations have been lifted, while two new advisory evacuations have been announced. Mandatory evacuations have been reduced, along with some changes. Complete evacuation and road closure information is available at:  http://www.trinitycounty.org/.

Air Quality and smoke information is available at:  http://ncuaqmd.org/index.php?page=wildfire%20 or http://californiasmokeinfo.blogspot.com.
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