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 Interagency Cooperation Marks Ongoing Wildfires Effort across Northern California

SACRAMENTO — As wildfires continue to burn across Northern California, aircrews from the California National Guard (CNG) remain active in providing support to CAL FIRE and the U.S. Forest Service in their effort to extinguish the flames. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Heading into the weekend, six CNG helicopters are operating out of Redding and Dunsmuir-Mott airports. In addition, two Modular Airborne Firefighting System (MAFFS)-equipped C-130 Hercules aircraft are staged at McClellan Air Park near Sacramento.  These aircraft have most recently concentrated their efforts on the North Pass fire in Mendocino County and the Bagley fire north of Redding.  

“This is a team effort. I have witnessed tremendous interagency cooperation between CAL FIRE, the U.S. Forest Service, Sacramento Fire and Air National Guard personnel from two different states,” said Maj. Gen. David S. Baldwin, Adjutant General for the CNG, during a recent visit to observe MAFFS operations at McClellan Air Park. “We’re bringing together all our resources and our combined 40 years of firefighting experience to make sure these fires don’t become a bigger problem for the residents of California.”

"I'm pleased that our decades-long relationship and close coordination with the California National Guard allows CAL FIRE and the U.S. Forest Service to access these resources when we need them," said Chief Ken Pimlott, director of CAL FIRE. "Having the ability to augment our firefighting forces during times of high fire activity is a benefit to the public and the very reason we train and prepare for this each year."

Four UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters (one based out of Fresno, three based out of Los Alamitos) and a CH-47D Chinook helicopter (based out of Stockton) are supporting the firefighting effort.  Another Black Hawk helicopter, specially equipped as an air ambulance, is standing by at Redding airport in order to perform medical evacuation duties if called upon.   

Since Aug. 7, CNG helicopters have performed more than 1,700 water drops totaling more than 1.1 million gallons of water dropped onto the wildfires.  The Black Hawk helicopters are equipped with a 660-gallon water bucket, which is operated by the flight crew chief and Cal Fire manager on board the aircraft.  The larger, twin-engine Chinook helicopter carries a massive 2,000-gallon water bucket. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The two MAFFS-equipped C-130s operating out of McClellan are from the Port Hueneme-based 146th Airlift Wing (AW) and the North Carolina Air National Guard’s 145th AW. The MAFFS aircraft are part of a six-aircraft force now combating wildfires across the Northwest. The MAFFS aircraft recently reached a record-breaking milestone of 2 million gallons of retardant dropped this year alone. To date, they have dropped more than 2.2 million gallons of retardant.

For questions about the ongoing California National Guard wildfire missions, please call Maj. Jonathan Shiroma at 916-869-0142. For downloadable, high-resolution photos, visit our Flickr page at www.flickr.com/CaGuard.
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