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Military Aircraft Activated for Firefighting Support in Southern California

November 16, 2007 

Boise, Idaho…Four military C-130s equipped with the Modular Airborne Firefighting System (MAFFS) will be pre-positioned at the Channel Islands Air National Guard Station to support initial attack firefighting activity across southern California. The MAFFS equipment is carried in the back of the aircraft and drops 2500 to 3000 gallons of fire retardant on identified targets using an air-pressurized system. 
Weather forecasts for southern California call for another strong Santa Ana wind event occurring Tuesday through Thursday. Early indicators project winds could reach 30 to 45 miles per hour (mph) with gusts to near 70 mph. Humidities are forecast to dip generally below 15 percent. The combination of these factors can lead to any new fire starts having the potential to grow quickly and exhibit dangerous fire behavior. 

Two aircraft from the 153rd Airlift Wing (AW) from the Cheyenne, Wyoming Air National Guard and two Air Force Reserves aircraft from the 302nd AW at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colorado will begin flying missions out of the Channel Islands facility as needed starting at noon PST on Monday, November 19. 

The MAFFS units are activated by a request from the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) to the Department of Defense (DOD) through the U.S. Northern Command. The military aircraft with the MAFFS units effectively augment the civilian airtanker fleet as those aircraft become fully committed to initial attack assignments. For more than 30 years, NIFC and the DOD have been teammates in responding to wildland fire emergencies with the common mission to safely protect life and property. The Department of Defense, U.S. Northern Command and NIFC work closely together to ensure unity of effort for the federal response to the fires.

